









PYARMITITR 





at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., an the act of March 3, 1879. 


Entered as sécond-class matter at the post-office Gpenmank Ottawa, Canada. 


‘ 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, December 28, 1940 
Volume Eighty -two. No. 52 


$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 1070 





Lesson for January 12 in this issue 





Lesson 2.—(15) Christ’s Valuation of 
Personality. Luke 14:1-14. 
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New Year, 1941 
By Muriel Fuller 


WE PT by chaos and confusion, 
Mankind, in the grip of war, 
Knowing peace is but illusion, 
Seeks the Manger and the Star. 


Christ is born! The message thrills — 
Hope strikes through the blackest night; 
Glory from the ancient hills 
Floods the saddened world with light. 


Turn now from the bygone year, 

* Look toward what the new will bring, 

Ring out the specter hand of fear, 
Welcome Christ, our Coming King! 


Better Than Platform Testimony 
Telling others what God has done 
for us is a vital and needed testimony. 
But showing others what God has done 
for us is even more important testimony. 
It is easier to “tell” than to “show.” 
A Christian woman answered a letter 
from a stranger who wanted her helpful 
counsel at a certain point. The help 
was freely given by correspondence, and 
there came a letter of gratitude from 
the one in need, who said, in part: “How 
thankful I am that you have such a keen 
interest in helping a Christian in need, 
with joy alone as your reward. To me, 
that type of testimony counts for so 


much more than one from the platform. 
Years ago, at Keswick, we workers 
judged a speaker by how he acted 
toward the kitchen and dining room 
help, rather than by the message he gave 
at the auditorium.” Those who live 
their testimony as well as give it in 
words are giving a witness that cannot 
be denied; they are “an epistle of Christ, 
. .. written not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the living God; not in tables of 
stone, but in tables that are hearts of 
flesh” (2 Cor. 3:3, R. V.). Such a Chris- 
tian is an “epistle . . . known and read 
of all men.” 


2 
The Rescuing Jew 


Jews are the rescuers of a lost world. 
To Abram, the father of the Jews, God 
made the world-wide promise, “In thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed” 
(Gen, 12:3). Through the Seed of Abra- 
ham, Jesus Christ, this promise is be- 
ing fulfilled and will be completely 
fulfilled. The Jew-hating nations do not 
admit that the Jews are appointed of 
God to be the channel of blessing to 
the whole world as no other race ever 
can be—but their denial of facts can- 


® 


not do away with facts. The present 
tragic war, precipitated by the head of 
the chief of Jew-hating nations, Hitler, 
was the occasion of a recent striking 
instance of the rescuing Jew. The little 
journal, Now, published without charge 
by the LeTourneau Plant at Peoria, Il, 
recently contained the following strik- 
ing news comment: “One of Hitler’s 
‘Pure Aryans’ learned a lesson recently 
when his plane crashed into the sea off 
the English coast. For Lieutenant M. E. 
Jacobs, Jewish officer in the English 
army, swam 300 yards to save the Nazi 
ace from drowning. Lieutenant Jacobs 
was aware of Hitler’s hatred toward and 
persecution of the Jews, yet he threw 
himself without hesitation into the sea 
to. rescue one of Hitler’s pilots who 
helped spread death and destruction in 
England! That is an example of grace 
— undoubtedly surpassing the expecta- 
tion of the ace pilot!” Here is a pres- 
ent-day parable-in-fact of what the Jews 
will. be and do for the world when as 
a nation they have turned to their own 
Messiah Jesus; then they will become 
world-rescuers indeed, carrying Christ 
to the whole world with a zeal and 
faithfulness surpassing any evangelism 
that has yet been known. 


Half a Century of _— Missions 


one of the outstanding missionary 

leaders of the past generation, Dr. 
John R. Mott. It is entitled “Five 
Decades and a Forward View.”1 Sur- 
veying the last half-century of the Chris- 
tian missionary activity of the great de- 
nominations through Dr. Mott’s eyes is 
an interesting and informing experience. 
Though there is little biographical mate- 
rial in his book, it is evident that he is 
reviewing the trends in Christian world 
movements as he has known them. From 
the days when Robert P. Wilder of 
Princeton, backed by the prayers of his 
sister Grace Wilder, called together a 
group of college students who were seri- 
ously thinking of giving their lives to 
foreign mission service, to the present 
uncertain and disintegrating missionary 


L ‘= year a book was written by 





1Published by Harper and Brothers, New 
York, $1.50. 


period, we have a remarkable story. It 
is a record of enthusiastic crescendo, a 
climax, and a pitifully crippled dimin- 
uendo. 

Great movements have swept over the 
Christian Church in the last fifty years. 
Beginning with the Student Volunteer 
Movement, this effort alone has been 
responsible for more than 16,000 volun- 
teers going out under the various for- 
eign mission boards. At one time there 
were over 40,000 students in 700 insti- 
tutions studying foreign missions in 
2,700 classes. Christian youth were then 
facing the challenge of the slogan, “The 
Evangelization of the World in This Gen- 
eration.” ~ 

Another great effort was the enlist- 
ment of laymen under the banner of 
the »Laymen’s Missionary Movement. 
The propaganda of this Movement had 
great influence on missionary giving. 
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Funds given to the Mission Boards grew 
from $26,559,806 in the three years 1905- 
07 to $45,272,293 in 1924. In this period 
Protestant missionaries increased from 
5,708 to 16,754. “The Laymen’s Mission- 
ary Movement in its short life developed 
a really remarkable Christian fellow- 
ship.” 

Then came the drawing together of 
certain missionary forces of the world. 
The-World Missionary Conference at 
Edinburgh was:held in June of 1910. An 
interdenominational assembly of © 1;335 
delegates discussed their common prob- 
lems and aims. It was the forerunner 
of the World Meetings of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council held on the 
Mount of Olives, Jerusalem, in 1928, and 
the more recent Conference held at Tam- 
baram, Madras, India, in 1938. 

Dr, Mott does not mention it, but 
an observer now sees that creeping, 
through the vast, widespread forces re- 
leased by these world-wide efforts came 
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the deadly Modernism which has done 
fatal. harm to what should have been the 


most fruitful campaign for world evan- 


gelization in all the centuries. After 
the World War, the Inter-Church World 
Movement was organized on what 
proved to be a definitely secular ob- 
jective. . One billion—dollars -was~ to 
be raised in three years. So-called 
“friendly citizens”—non-church mem- 
bers — were said to’ be a great resource, 
and the idea was advanced that they 
would -support the~-purpose- of ~ the 
churches in world-evangelization. The 
tragic failure of the whole movement, 
even though unprecedéntedly large sums 


were pledged at first, left the denomina- | 


tional boards buried in great debts and 
cluttered with organizational machinery 
which they did not know what to do 
with, and which they have not yet been 
able wholly to get rid of. 
Dr. Mott does not go into the real 
(Continued on page 1057) 
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Can Secret Believers Be Saved? 


In THe Sunpay S¢uoot Trmes of 
October 5 this department discussed a 
reader’s question whether those who by 
faith receive Christ as Saviour, but who 
do not make public confession of their 
faith, are necessarily lost. The editorial 
. answer expressed the conviction that 
such believers are not lost, and that 
there is no Scripture declaring that they 
are lost. The Tmves recognized and 
quoted the Scriptures that call upon 
believers to make public confession of 
their faith; but it noted also that the 
Word does not say that those who do not 
make public confession of their faith 
are lost; and furthermore, it was noted 
that there are many passages through- 
out the New Testament which make sim- 
ple faith in Christ as one’s personal 
Saviour the sole condition of salvation. 

Three or four letters have come from 
readers who disagree with this editorial, 
but who do not give any convincing 
Scriptural evidence that secret believers 
are lost. Now comes a letter from a 
veteran and widely-known missionary 
who has labored in the foreign field in 
Persia for half a century, Dr. Frederick 
G. Coan. 

Dr. Coan’s testimony is most impres- 
sive and convincing. He makes the 
same point concerning Romans 10:9, 10 
that was made in the Times editorial, — 
that is, that while this Scripture calls 
for verbal confession of one’s faith, it 
does not say that the believer who does 
not make verbal confession is lost. Dr. 
Coan’s letter follows: ; 

I have taken your splendid publica- 
tion for years and value it very highly, 


so much so that I have subscribed to 
it for several Assyrian pastors. 

I was much interested in an article in 
your October 5 number, “Are Not Secret 
Believers Saved?” I am very much sur- 
prised at the question myself. The an- 
swer given by one who said that those 
who believe but do not confess Christ 
before others are not saved has no Scrip- 
ture foundation. I will not take time 
to enter into a discussion, but want to 
encourage those who fear that secret 
believers are lost by saying that I have 
been a missionary in Persia for fifty 
years.~ In that time the Gospel has been 
distributed in thousands of cities, vil- 
lages, and homes and has been read by 
hundreds of thousands. WE po KNOW 
THAT, AS A RESULT, THERE ARE TO SAY THE 
LEAST THOUSANDS OF SECRET BELIEVERS IN 
PERSIA. 


It would be-a great injustice, not to 





Next Week 


Does our salvation depend upon 
our fruit bearing? Many Christians 
may feel that the answer to this 
question is simple, but others find 
it difficult because of certain state- 
ments in the fifteenth chapter of 
John’s Gospel. The question will be 
fully discussed in next week’s issue 
of the Truss, with a quotation from 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, President 
of Dallas Theological Seminary, and 
with real light on the problem from 
the meaning of the Greek words ° 
used in this passage. 
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say cruelty, to say that because these 


believers, for reasons that they feel are 
sufficient, have not seen it wise to come 
out as yet and openly confess Christ, 
are lost. It. might on the contrary do 
very great harm. Why should we sit 
in judgment on those who as yet do not 
feel it wise to come out openly as 
Christians? God will work it all out 
in his-own way and time. For exam- 


ple, we have now reached the point,. 


thank God, where many who have ac- 
cepted..Christ. are openly registering 
themselves as Christians. Is that not 
confession? That passage in Romans 
10: 9, 10, does not say that if confession 
is not made the one not making it is 
lost, but simply that the person making 
it is saved. 

Frequently, in my many tours, I have 
come across these secret believers, who, 
trusting me, have said they were Chris- 
tians. One person said: “This is the 
first time I have made this confession; 
God and you are the only witnesses, 
were it known, my life would be taken 
and my body be thrown to the dogs.” 
Is that man lost? We have good proof 
for the fact that the day is very near 
when there will be religious liberty in 
Persia. Let us all work and pray for 
that. 

One of the finest men I ever met, a 
Sheikh Baba, regarded as a holy man 
whom I had the great privilege of re- 
ceiving into the church, was reported 
to the Turks when they came in and 
was told to recant. He refused, and 
when he refused, with hands tied behind 
his back he was hung from a limb until 
he strangled. 

The important point is the changed 
life of those who believe in Christ. I 


(Continued on page 1066) 
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1072 Pages! 


HE last page number of this issue of 

THe Sunday Scuoot Tres is 1072. 
The first issue of the Tmmes appeared 
January 1, 1859, which means that the 
present issue completes eighty-two years 
of uninterrupted consecutive weekly 
publication. But never before in these 
eighty-two years has the Tues given 
its readers 1072 pages in a single year. 





The page dimensions have been larger in . 


earlier years, but even in the present 
convenient smaller page sige, 1072 pages 
make a lot of reading matter and valu- 
able, carefully censored advertising in- 
formation. THE Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
staff is glad to have been able to supply 
all this to its readers-in 1940, and sug- 
gests that it is a fact worth keeping in 
mind by subscribers and club secretaries 
as renewal subscription dates and new 
subscriptions are being considered. At 


$2.25 a year, THe Sunpay ScHoot Times . 
has cost its readers this year about one- . 


fifth of a cent a page. 
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Is obeisance af the shrines a religious, or merely a patriotic act? 
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The Truth About Japan’s Challenge to God 
By J. 


Gordon Holdcroft, D.D. 

















are acquainted with the Shinto 

' Shrine controversy in the Japanese 
Empire, especially with the demand of 
that all 
schools in the Empire, Christian or non- 
Christian, government or. private, do 
obeisance at the State Shrines. 

Perhaps some know that the govern- 
ment’s demands have now been extended 
to include not merely the schools but 
the whole population as well, although 
at the beginning of the controversy the 
government assured Christian mission 
and church leaders that it had no in- 
tention of ever doing this. Indeed that 
assurance led some missionaries and 
Koréan Christians’ originally to think 
they might be able to accede to the gov- 
ernment’s demands. 

Now, however, the whole Christian 
Church is involved in a great conflict 
with the government, in which conflict 
the government’s demands have become 
ever more insistent, arbitrary, and in- 
clusive; and, officially, the churches have 
weakened and as a whole have surren- 
dered to the government. 

Nevertheless remnants are left which, 
as in every age of persecution and of 
martyrdom, are maintaining a clear wit- 
ness to God. These will not attempt to 
buy temporal peace, “safety,” and com- 
mendation by the recognition of other 
“spirits” than Jehovah as supreme, or 
by admitting the claims of the govern- 
ment to the supreme authority in every 
sphere of life, public and private. 


The Need for Prayer 


It is now high’time that the whole 
issue should be reviewed and revealed 
to the Christian world, in order that 
God’s ‘people everywhere should be in- 
formed; that they may pray. intelligently 
for those who are caught in the crucible 
of persecution, and that they may aid 
in other ways as they have opportunity. 

-The roots of the struggle in Japan. run 
far back into the past, for Shinto is the 
historic religion of Japan; but for our 
purposes it is necessary to go back only 
to the restoration of the Mikado to his 
temporal rule in 1869. There was a lib- 
eralizing movement in: the country . at 
that ‘time, -but, as- was. natural, there 
was also a movement ‘passionately com- 
mitted to Shinto and. to the effort .to 
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enforce it upon the whole population. : 


That: movement was narrowly petriotic 
but powerful. 

The very constitution of Jepen wit- 
nésses to that struggle. That -constitu- 
tion, promulgated in 1889, was hailed in 
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Time magazine recently devoted 
more than a full page to what it 
calls “Christianity’s most serious 
crisis since Commodore Perry in 
1853 opened Japan to missionaries.” 
What is this crisis? How far-reach- 
ing is it? There have been conflict- 
ing opinions and _ confusion of 
thought on the question whether or 
not Christians in Japan and Korea 
should bow at the Shinto Shrines, 
in accordance with the decrees of 
the Japanese Government. The 
Sunday School Times has already 
published several articles on the 
subject, and now has secured a 
series of articles- by Dr. Holdcroft, 
who has been a missionary for more 
than thirty years in Korea and who 
‘has made a thorough study of the 
whole problem. In the series, which 
begins with this article and will con- 
tinue in several issues, he shows con- 
clusively that bowing down at the 
Shinto Shrines is a religious act, 
and that any Christian who does 
so is guilty of idolatry. 








foreign countries as a great liberal docu- 
ment, for it established a parliament, 
seemed to guarantee religious liberty, 
and granted other -needed reforms. 
Nevertheless it also practically recog- 
nized the Emperor’s “divinity.” Article 
III reads, “The Emperor is sacred and in- 
violable.”. Thus the constitution brought 
great support to Shinto ideas and gave 
satisfaction to Shinto advocates. Indeed, 
because granted by a “divine” Emperor, 
it itself is looked upon as being almost 
divine and so has become a powerful tool 
in the hands of the present militarist 
rulers of Japan to shackle all freedom 
and bind every conscience. 


Making Shinto a National Cult 


However, after the restoration, this 
struggle to elevate Shinto to the place 
of a national cult was scarcely noticed 
by many missionaries and only came to 
the -notice of present-day Christian 
forces as a whole after Japan captured 
Manchuria. That event took place in 
1931. _Up until that year many Chris- 
tian. organizations in the Empire, feeling 
secure in the thought that religious lib- 
erty had been granted, assumed they 
never would be troubled by any de- 
mands in respect to Shinto, © 

The taking of Manchuria was impor- 
tant to Japan for .two reasons. It 
wrested, at little cost, a- great territory 
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from China and actually added it to 
the Japanese Empire. A puppet govern- 
ment, ‘to be sure, has been established. 
Nevertheless that whole territory is 
ruled from Tokyo. More important than 
this, the taking of Manchuria marked 
a definite point in the capture of the 
whole Japanese Government itself by 
the militarists who had been aspiring 
and plotting to that end for years. 

Many of Japan’s militarists are con- 
vinced Shintoists. High officials report 
that the militarists accept Amaterasu 
Omi-kami, the “sungoddess,” as their 
god. They prayed to her for victory 
over China in the first China-Japan 
war; they prayed to her before the 
Russo-Japanese war, and again at the 
time Japan entered the World War of 
1914-1918. In September, 1937, they 
were reported in the papers of Japan 
to have halted their armies in China 
to pray once more for victory. Many 
of these militarists believe the increase 
of wealth, territory, and “prestige” 
which has come to Japan in the last 
fifty years is all due to the influence 
of this, their god. 


Antichristian Militarists 


Being convinced Shintoists these mili- 
tarists: are antichristian. Many of them 
know that consistent Christianity and 
Shinto are irreconcilable. Being anti- 
christian, many were jealous of the 
growing power of Christianity in Japan, 
especially in Korea where the church 
had obtained its greatest growth. As 
early as 1930 on a railroad train passing 
the Union Christian College at Pyeng- 
yang, Korea, an army officer was heard 
to remark to other military men travel- 
ing with him, “We must destroy such 
schools before we can achieve our pur- 
poses here.” 

Because the Christian Church of Korea 
is greater than elsewhere in the Japanese 
Empire, because also the struggle is 
more clearly delineated there than in 
any other of Japan’s possessions, we 
shall, in certain of these articles, pay 
most attention to that land. 

In view of the attitude of the mili- 
tarists, which was becoming well known 
after. the “pacifying” of Manchuria, it 
should have come as no surprise to the 
Christians of Korea that the Govern- 
ment-General of that country should 
have inaugurated Shinto memorial serv- 
ices to “comfort” the spirits of soldiers 
fallen on the battlefields of Manchuria. 
These memorial ceremonies were at first 
usually held before’ temporary Shinto 
Shrines. Ata certain point in the cere- 
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monies the spirits were “called” down 
to the altar, where prayers were ad- 
dressed to them and offerings presented, 
after which all present were expected 
to bow to them, 

Had Christians. been left out of con- 
sideration all might yet have been well 
with Christian schools in Japan; but, 
in certain places, Christian schools were 
not left out of consideration but were 
ordered to attend and to do obeisance. 

This was a distinct change from for- 
mer practice, for when, about the year 
1925, the great Chosen Shrine was dedi- 
cated in Seoul and Christian schools had 
been ordered out and all stayed away, 
the chief of police in Seoul said, “We 
ought never to have asked the Chris- 
tians to attend.” On still another occa- 
sion a Christian principal of a school 
received an official apology for having 
been asked to do obeisance, the apology 
stating. it was known that his was a 
Christian school and should, therefore, 
on the ground of religious liberty, have 
been excused. But this apology came 
from. civil officials, not then under the 
coercion of the militarists. 


The End of Religious Freedom 


The fact that, at first, such ceremonies 
were held and such orders received only 
at certain places led many to assume 
that the whole issue was localized and 
was due to misunderstanding and not 
to any violation of religious freedom on 
the part of the government. 

Color was lent to this assumption 
when the matter was first taken up with 
the authorities, for it was found that 
certain officials were willing to excuse 
the Christian schools and pupils from 
the act of obeisance. 

In 1935, however, that assumption was 
rudely shocked. That year the Govern- 
ment-General of Chosen launched a pro- 
gram of erecting permanent shrines 
throughout the country and declared 
that thereafter no school, public or pri- 
vate, Christian or non-Christian, could 
be excused. Worse still, it declared 
it was acting in conformity with rules 
laid down by the Educational Depart- 
ment of the Central Government in 
Tokyo, which was determined to control 
all education throughout the Empire; it 
also declared that Shinto “facts” and ob- 
servances were a part of the education 
that must be taught all children in the 
schools. 

Even then certain mission and church 
authorities refused to believe that the 
issue could be more than local to certain 
communities. Some professed to believe 
also that all the trouble was due to 
personalities, and declared they them- 
selves had had “no trouble.” Later it 
was discovered that some of those mis- 
sionaries and others who had had “no 
trouble” had allowed their schools to 


do obeisance and even had themselves - 


bowed at the State Shrines. 
By these missionaries and these schools 
bowing in the early stages of the con- 
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troversy, part of the mission body was 
committed to|doing or condoning obei- 
sance before the rest of the mission and 
church forces even knew what was tak- 
ing place. The government, however, 
knew, and was quick to state and to 
urge that if certain Christians saw no 
objection to obeisance all ought to be 
able to perform it! 

Thus the path of all who refused to 
perform or condone the act was from 
the beginning made much the harder by 
certain obeisance-performing and obei- 
sance-condoning missionaries, by certain 
missions, by schools, and by certain 
churches ! 


When School Heads Resigned 


Up until that time the question- in 
Korea centered principally in Pyeng- 
yang, although even before that Mrs. 
A. H. Barker of the United Church of 
Canada Mission had been forced to 
resign as principal of a school because 
she would not do obeisance even though 
government officials and missionaries of 
her own and other missions counseled 
her to do. so. Rotman Catholic schools 
also had been closed over the issue but 
later reopened. At the time in question, 
however (November, 1935), the Rev. 
George S. MeCune, D.D., as president 
of the Union Christian College in Pyeng- 
yang was spokesman for all those mis- 
sionaries and schools which refused to 
countenance the practice. Naturally 
the government centered its attack upon 
him. On the last day of 1935 Dr. Mc- 
Cune was warned by the head of the 
Government Educational Department 
that he must “understand his responsi- 
bility as school principal,” must “go 
himself and make obeisance at the 
Jinja” (State Shrine), and must “make 
clear his intention to do this” on pain 
of having his license as an educator 
under the Japanese law canceled. 

Dr. McCune refused either himself to 
do obeisance or to allow the schools 
of which he was the head to do so. 
On January 18, 1936, his license was re- 
veked. (Two articles by Dr. McCune on 
the shrine crisis were published in the 
Trmes, June 5 and 12, 1937.) 

So great was the resentment stirred 
up in the Japanese Veterans’ Association 
and in other patriotic bodies over Dr. 
McCune’s perfectly respectful but firm 
declination to do obeisance that three 
times protection had to be asked for him 
from the Government-General and from 
the American Consul General. His fur- 
lough soon being due, he returned to 
America and his mission board has 
never sent him back. 

This closed what might be called the 
early period of controversy over the 
government’s demand for obeisance at 
the shrines. 

During this part of the conflict the 
government repeatedly declared that no 
one need fear it would extend its, de- 
mands for obeisance to the whole popu- 
lation, and certainly none need fear it 
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would extend those demands to Chris- 
tians in general or to Christian organ- 
izations as such, other than schools. 
The Government Educational. Depart- 
ment also declared that obeisance, and 
indeed the whole’ matter of the State 
Shinto Shrines was not religious but pa- 
triotic only. The clearest statement to this 
effect is that made by the Minister of 
Educatic:: in the Central Government, 
Tokyo, which says, “The visit to the 
National Shrines or Jinja as demanded 
of the students of higher schools and 
of the pupils of middle and primary 
schools has no other purpose than to 
manifest visibly their sentiments of 
fidelity and love of country.” Other 
departments of the government, how- 
ever, and government publications then 
and since have declared that the shrines 
are religious as well as patriotic, and 
that the “beings” enshrined there are 
“protecting deities.” A question has al- 
ways existed, therefore, as to which. gov- 
ernment “mouth” ought to be credited. 
As soon as it was seen that the issue 


was not local but general, mission and- 


church organizations began at once to 
divide on the practice of obeisance. Some 
school authorities, especially the Meth- 
odist Episcopal and Southern Methodist, 
made no objection and sent their pupils 
to do obeisance. Some missionary prin- 
cipals of both Methodist and Presbyte- 
rian schools themselves went and bowed. 
The Debate on the Nature of Shinto 
Other mission boards and church 
authorities took action more or less 


definite, more or less true to the faith 
and to God. 


Thus a great debate started in all — 


Christian circles as to the real nature 
of State Shinto and as to the meaning 


of obeisance. Is State Shinto a religion? * 


Is obeisance at State Shinto Shrines an 
acknowledgment of any other power 
than God as supreme in life and loy- 
alty? What may a Christian do? What 
must he not do? 

The government also took action 
which showed that it had had a definite 
program in regard to State Shinto from 
the first. Why has the government not 
kept its early promises that it would 
not demand obeisance except in schools? 
Has it proved itself enlightened? Is it 
actually persecuting Christians? “What 
are its purposes in the whole great con- 
flict? 4 

Missions, mission boards, and churches 
on the field settled into definite attitudés, 
policies, and practices toward Shinto 
and toward obeisance. Are these atti- 
tudes and practices Christian? Are they 
fidolatrous? Are they evasive? Have 
they tended to build up true churches 
of God, or have they tended to push 
Christian communities down the dread 
path that ends in apostasy? Missions 
and churches on the field have com- 


menced to divide and separate on this 


question. There is no peace, no happi- 


ness in some -mfissions. There is no - 
j ; 
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peace, no happiness in some denomina- 
tions... In. the whole issue what, and 
whom, are we to believe? Whom are 
we to honor and support? For what 
and for. whom are we to pray? What 
are we ourselves to do? 

Has Japan succeeded, will she suc- 
ceed, in enforcing Shinto observances 
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throughout her. whole Empire and .in 
the parts of China. she controls? If 
she is not succeeding, who and what is 
stopping her? 

These are some of the questions which 
will be answered in succeeding articles 
of this series, 

(To be continued next week) 











L. L. Legters— Missionary Pioneer 
Echoes of a memorial service at Camp Wycliffe 
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“Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks to God alone, 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And shouts, ‘It shall be done !’” 
ITH such a triumphant note, as 
befitted the memory of one who 
had so valiantly sounded forth the mes- 
sage of the Victorious Life, was held 
Camp Wycliffe’s memorial service for 
L. L. Legters, who had been called 
Home last May 18. 

The time—early morning of a day 
in late August. The place —the plain, 
rude interior of Lingua Lodge, at Camp 
Wycliffe, Siloam Springs, Ark. In one 
corner of the Lodge are to be seen the 
blackboards and school desks signifying 
the classroom of the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics, and in another, the book- 
shelves containing the Institute Library, 
with so many of its volumes inscribed 
in the vigorous scrawling hand of its 
co-founder whose memory is being hon- 
ored today. An open square has been 
left. in the center of the splintery floor, 
and upon the benches around this space 
are gathered a group: of earnest-faced 
young people. 

The hush is broken by the quiet voice 
of an older man, their leader, who rises 
to his feet to read a few verses from 
Paul’s letter to the Romans: “Yea, so 
have I-strived to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I should 
build upon another man’s foundation” 
(Rom. 15:20). With unhurried strokes, 
he proceeds to paint the portrait of the 
man whose motto these words became. 
Tracing the course of his life, he seeks 
to show the shaping and using of a 
powerful tool in the hand of the Mas- 
ter. Out of a rich experience of fellow- 
ship in- Royal Service he brings mem- 
ories “grave and gay,” till the stalwart 
pioneer and herald of victorious living 
“stands forth in sunny outline, brave 
and clear.” Mr. Legters’ growth in 
grace, his utter fearlessness, his stead- 
fast faith, his magnificent and compell- 
ing vision, his part in raising up the 
Pioneer Mission Agency and Camp Wy- 
cliffe are sketched by one who had 
been his fellow worker for many years. 

Then, to add to the picture, one after 
another rises, bringing precious frag- 


ments of memories, bits of stored-up 
blessings received through this servant 
of God. First stands a sweet-faced, 
brown-eyed young woman from a South- 
ern college —a candidate for Africa. “I 
first heard Mr. Legters speak at a con- 
ference in Keswick. He gave the mes- 
sage on ‘Christ in you,’ driving home 
Who Christ is— ‘Lord of the armies of 
heaven,’ ‘in whom are hid all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge,’ etc., 
and he is in me. I shall never forget it.” 

“That was a message which meant a 
tremendous lot to me, too!”—this time 
it was the voice of one from the oppo- 
site side of the continent, — another can- 
didate for Africa. “I wanted so much 
to share it with my young people at 
home, and I tried to give it to them at 
a Christian Endeavor meeting. And they 
laughed!” A lump chokes her throat, 





In an article in the Pioneer News 
for May, 1940, the Editor of the 
Times said of Mr. Legters: 


“The consecrated Christian leader 
who has served with such extraordi- 
nary faithfulness and masterly effi- 
ciency for the past twenty years as 
Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency was called into the 
presence of his Lord on May 18.... 
Having received Jesus Christ as his 
Lord, and having walked with him 
in faith these many years, he has 
now begun the eternal walk with 
the Lord no longer by faith, but 
by sight. ... Our loss of Mr. Legters 
leaves a gap in Christian service 
that it seems difficult or irnpossible 
to fill. He had become associated 
with the leaders of the Victorious 
Life Testimony more than twenty 
years ago, his spiritual life having 
been revolutionized at one of those 
conferences before 1920. When the 
Pioneer Mission Agency was 
founded in 1921 Mr. Legters was 
made Field Secretary, and has con- 
tinued in that responsible position 
ever since.” 
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and she sits down quickly. Evidently 
it was not the ‘Words of the message 
alone, but the Spirit upon the speaker 
that had carried the power. 

Spontaneously the chorus is struck up: 

Christ liveth in me! 
Christ Jiveth in me! 
O, what a salvation this, 
That Christ liveth in me! 

“It was Mr. Legters’ message last sum- 
mer on the Holy Spirit dwelling inthe 
believer which made it so. clear to mie,” 
is the testimony of one who. was then 
a candidate for India. 

Now a tall young man is on his feet — 
formerly a sailor in the United States 
Navy, now headed for translation work in 
a Mexican Indian tribe. “The first time 
I heard Mr. Legters, it was in a little 
meeting in a tiny mission room. He 
talked about obedience. I especially re- 
member his telling about his son, and 
how he had used up a whole peach. 
tree on him, teaching him to obey! If 
there is anything I have always admired, : 
it is real manliness, and Mr. Legters 
struck me as a real man. He just made © 
me feel that the one thing in life I 
wanted to do was to learn really to 
obey God.” . 

A young woman who has been work- 
ing with one of the Indian tribes of 
Mexico so on Mr. Legters’ heart, a vet- ° 
eran of the first summer that girls were 
allowed at Camp Wycliffe, now stands. 
“Somebody remonstrated once with Mr. 
Legters about the way he would stride 
up and down the aisles of the church 
while he was speaking,—‘so undigni- 
fied,’ ‘making a fool of himself.’ I re- 
member his spirited rejoinder, ‘Ma’am, 
I’m willing to be made a fool for Christ’s 
sake !’” 

“I was scared of Mr. Legters, at first,” 
confesses another Mexico worker, whose _ 
youthful femininity gives scant hint of 
her proved pioneering ability. “Every- 
one told me how gruff he was, and how 
he didn’t approve of women in pioneer 
work. But when he came to Camp, and 
I saw him laughing and joking, I re-~ 
alized he really was human. One day 
I was placed next him at the table, and 
in the midst of the meal he abruptly 
demanded, ‘Young woman, do you know 
what you’re going into?’ I swallowed 
hard, and answered that I believed I did 
—my fiancé had told me about it all. 

“*Well,’ he demanded, ‘can you praise 
the Lord when you have nothing to eat 
but beans?’ 

“JT believe I can,’ I said—and that 
was the last of his challenge. I thought 
of it this year, when the time came 
that we actually did have only beans 
—and I did praise the Lord !” 

A guest from the West Coast brings 
out a precious memory, now. “One mes- 
sage I heard. in particular was such a 
blessing. It was about guidance. He 
brought out that when God guides, 
everything fits together. The Scrip- | 
tures, the Spirit, and the circumstances. 
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all point the same way: If guidance 
isn’t Biblieal, it isn’t guidance, to be- 
gin with. Then, one must have freedom 
in the Spirit. Even if a course of ac- 
tion is Biblical, it may not be God’s 
will for you at this time. And finally, 
he said that God would move the other 
people concerned. He told about a man 
who was called to Alaska. His wife 
and one daughter were willing to go, 
but the younger, a child of twelve or so, 
was rebellious. Instead of insisting on 
his will, and his leading, as he believed, 
he quietly said, ‘God never wants a 
divided family. We will wait till he 
makes his will clear to us all.’ And, lay- 
ing it before the Lord, he waited till 
the Lord moved her heart to want to go, 
and the family was united.” 

“In the matter of guidance,” volun- 
teers a staff member, “is it not note- 
worthy that Mr. Legters was definitely 
guided against making any engagements 
for this summer? Ordinarily, he was 
booked for months ahead, but he felt 
no liberty to accept any meetings after 
that -very one which proved his last, 
this spring, so all the tangle which might 
have been left on Mrs. Legters’ hands 
was graciously avoided.” 

“I got to know Mr. Legters best last 
fall, when I had the privilege of taking 
a long auto trip with him,” contributes 
another fellow worker of the Camp staff. 
“What impressed me particularly was 
his gentleness. We were discussing plans 
for my meeting with various people, 
Christian leaders, and often points of 
difference which might come up would 
be indicated. Over and over again, in- 
stead of assuming the belligerent atti- 
tude which might have been expected 
of one of his positive nature, he would 
say, ‘It’s not worth fighting about.’” 

“That is the secret of the wonderful 
way in which God was able to use him, 
even. among liberal Christians,” sug- 
gests another. “Once he had an oppor- 
tunity to speak in a seminary noted for 
its ‘broad’ tendencies, and instead of 
scoring those who differe’ with him, he 
gave such a Gospel message that stu- 
dents came up to him afterward, wrung 
his hand, and said, ‘We need more like 
that.’” 

“He was so willing to help anyone, 
even the most insignificant,” adds an- 
other staff member. “For instance, I 
was. suffering one summer from hay 
fever. He discovered it, and demanded 
what I was doing for it. I hadn’t 
been doing anything, and upon dearning 
this, he insisted on sharing with me 
some of his own medicine, and drove me 
down, himself, to the drug store to secure 
the proper kind of bottle for it, and 
actually administered the first treatment 
with his own hands.” 

“We mustn’t leave out what is not the 
least of his ministries —his books,” of- 
fers a Camp alumnus who has been 
working in one of the Mayan tribes. 
“The last one, ‘Partakers,’ I think it is, 
has meant a great deal to me.” 


\ 


THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES 


“I was one of those: whom Mr. Legters 
used to annoy with his brusque ways,” 
confesses a young woman. “But I had 
to admit, even when he made me angry, 
that God spoke through him. Some of 
his graphic object lessons left an ineradi- 
cable impression. . Once, I remember, 
he wanted to- teach us the seriousness 
of sin in a Christian’s life.. He took a 
hammer and some nails and bade some- 
body drive them into one of the beams 
there in the Assembly Hall at Camp 
Pinnacle. Then he handed me the ham- 
mer and said, ‘Pull one out.’ And when 
I did, he ordered, ‘Now pull out the hole.’ 

“There is one thing nobody has espe- 
cially mentioned yet,”—now it is a 
visitor from outside, pastor of a neigh- 
boring church, speaking. “Mr. Legters 
always emphasized that God is a God 
of the impossible.” 

“And ‘we mustn’t forget his insistence 
upon praise. ‘Thank God! Thank him 
that you are his child, that your body 
is the temple of his‘Holy Spirit!’ Why, 
once he was attending a banquet, and 
a woman high up in a mission board 
which he was trying to interest in pio- 
neer work was seated with him at the 
speakers’ table. This lady was called 
upon to ask the blessing. To his dis- 
gust, she occupied the entire time in 
asking God for things. He held in till 
she had finished, and then, when she 
said Amen, he caught up the prayer and 
went on, ‘Lord, we thank thee! We 
thank thee for all these mercies!” 

As the chuckle at this reminiscence 
subsides, another remarks: “That’s just 
like him, too, to be utterly regardless 
of what anyone thought. He was bent 
on pleasing his Lord, and he had abso- 
lutely no fear of anyone’s ‘face.’” 

But it is impossible to reproduce all 
the pictures, all the precious memories 
shared, some of them similes, some of 
them more solemn, some which naturally 
turned into prayer and praise as the 
meeting progressed. Hardly a shadow 
of ‘sadness marred the tone of victory, 
in spite of the genuine sense of loss ex- 
perienced by all. 

Ausany, N. Y. 

we 


“Don'ts” for Missionaries 


URING a visit to the Moody Bible 
Institute Mr. and Mrs. William 
Strong, the founders of the Soldiers 
and Gospel Mission of South America, 
gave a Student News reporter the fol- 
lowing. list of “don’ts” for missionaries, 
and _ those anticipating missionary serv- 
ice. It is given herewith as it appeared 
in the. Student News in January, 1940. 
1. DON’T neglect your quiet time for 
prayer and meditation, no matter how 
busy you are. 
2.-DON’T have family devotions in 
English when on the - field; - use ms 
native tongue. 
3. DON’T visit so late at : night that 
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you can’t: get up in the morning’in time 
to have devotions. 

4. DON’T speak in. English before 
natives, for they know you can speak 
their language and immediately. suppose 
you are talking about. them. 

5. DON’T forget to keep eyes and: ears 
open -for’local customs and: conditions: 

6. DON’T attempt to change’ any 
methods or policies of the mission: until 
after you have been on the field for 
two years. 

7. DON’T be discouraged in soul-win- 
ning. 

8. DON’T criticize fellow missionaries. 

9. DON’T think of yourself more 


- highly than you ought to think. 


10. DON’T emphasize American ' cus- 
toms. 

11. DON’T brag about the beauties and 
superiorities of America. 


How God Provided for 
Our Furlough 


By a Medical Missionary 


AST year we had an _ experience 

which shows how wonderfully God 
provides for his children. After eight- 
een months of air raids and potential 
air raids and bombings all around us, 
the Japanese occupied this city in 
March. We, with our two smaller chil- 
dren, had naturally felt the strain of 
these months, but God had wonderfully 
sustained us.and protected our property 
and work and the Chinese associated 
with us. At the same time he had kept 
our children from:shock and made the 
experiences through which they passed 
a real spiritual blessing to them, too. 

At the same time we felt a complete 
rest and change necessary if possible. 
For some months we had prayed that 
we might be able to go to America. in 
the summer of 1939 if it was. God’s will, 
asking him to provide the means (our 
furlough was not due for three years) 
if he wanted us to go. This God did 
in a truly. miraculous way. We made 
the trip home, had practically seven 
weeks with loved ones, returned: to 
China and to our station, having. trav- 
eled a total of 25,000 miles in comfort, 
even luxury, and from divergent and 
totally unexpected quarters God sent us 
every cent needed. 

Not only did God do this for us, but 
he proved again how much better a 
mathematician he is than we are. I had 
estimated the cost of the trip at $1,200. 
It cost $1,300.60. When-I asked him 
for the ‘$1,200 I forgot about the. tithe, 
but, as funds: began to come to us, we 
tithed these funds as we always’ tithe 
any and all income. God knew we 


were going to do this and sent us a total 
of '$1,505.20 which, after tithing, left us 

.08 covered -our 
anghai and carried 


$1,354.68. This extra 
hotel expenses in 
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- us back to our station with a little sur- 
plus. 

A- family of four traveling 25,000 
miles entirely on a God-provided budget 
was a modern miracle, but that is not all. 

Owing to scattered relatives and in- 
terests at home an automobile for use 
during the seven weeks at home seemed 
essential. A friend in a distant city ar- 
ranged with a friend in Detroit for me 
to get a new car at factory price. I went 
to Detroit, got the car, and we drove it 
over 4,500 miles during those . seven 
weeks. A record of every cent spent on 
the car, oil, gas, taxes, insurance, every- 
thing, was kept. A few days before 
leaving I advertised the car for sale and 
God sent the right buyer, with the cash. 
He let me keep the car and drive to 
the station the night we left for China, 
taking delivery after we had left. The 
buyer got a practically new car for less 
than he could have bought a “demon- 
strator.” 

This experience was just one of the 
many evidences we have had of God’s 
good hand on us in blessing. How we 
do thank him for that trip, 
freedom from danger, renewed friend- 

-ships, and best of ali, seeing dear. ones 
again. 


“lust Wondering — 
About War and Things” 


By Louis T. Bowers 


Member of the Liberian Mission of 
the United Lutheran Church 
“ OPLE are funnier than anybody” 
; is the way one humorist has put 
.it.and he wasn’t too far wrong. This 
is going to be sheer propaganda and 
nobody has to read it, but we think it 
would be good for them. When it 
comes to the Sino-Japanese war or the 
Spanish Civil War or Europe’s War for 
Empire of today we are all ready for 
every scrap of news. We glue our ears 
to the radio every news period. We 
know .all the battle areas, how many 
planes were lost yesterday, what are 
power. dives,.and all about the fifth 
column activities which we were smart 
enough to see through. But we are 
“funnier than anybody.” For what do 
we know about the fifth column activ- 
’ ities of the world’s greatest propagand- 
ist? And how many prisoners were 
made yesterday in the real World War 
which has been raging on numberless 
fronts? Someone will even exclaim, 
“What war?” But missionaries all’ over 
the world—you probably don’t even 
know how many are enlisted in your 
own church’s division — can tell you that 
it is war, and the Devil is no small 
enemy. — 
-.. I was just wondering then about that 
Mo Ma the Queen sponsors for cigarettes 
for the boys at the front. Englistimen 
are urged to forego luxuries because 


—the rest, | 
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the boys that fight for them deserve at 
least a. smoke.. And then I. wondered 
why some Lutheran Churchman doesn’t 
sponsor a fund for supplying Bibles for 
the mission front. I wonder how many 
would give up luxuries to subscribe to 
that. 

I wonder when I learn that the finest 
young men of a nation are praised for 
volunteering for war service, but our 
church is begging for nurses and doctors 
for the mission field and a young man 
is a little “queer” if he wants to be a 
missionary. 

And budget: “Missionaries are always 
asking for money,” ’tis said; but they’d 
rather not. They much prefer to preach, 
if only you would give the money half 
as gladly as you urge your Congressman 
to vote for billions for war preparations. 
I wonder why we think nothing of tight- 
ening our belt and rationing sugar and 
butter’ and meat and giving fifty per 
cent profit tax to the war chest, but we 
think a man a crank who urges us to 
“tithe” and give one-tenth. I used to 
have a war garden and it prospered. 
The other day I read of an octogenarian 
tither who promised God one hundred 
per cent of the commission on one article 
he handled and that article almost im- 
mediately became the top-seller. I won- 
der if we shouldn’t try the latter a little 
more. 


A war minister recently appointed in 
one nation declared that he believed 
offensive is safer than defensive. That 
set me to wondering. Here in Liberia, 
for instance, we need to be allowed to 
take the offensive. We haven’t begun 
to. occupy, the territory assigned to our 
mission.. But always when we need new 
missionaires for offensive work, for. ex- 
pansion, the ones who arrive are just 
enough or not quite enough to replace 
their predecessors..Always we must cur- 
tail here and there to stay within the 
budget. I wonder what the Church 
would say if we really presented an 
adequate budget for offensive. We have 
our Muhlenberg Station and our Sano- 
yea Station and our Zorzor Station, and 
now our Bellefani Station, but we can’t 
sit in our Maginot line while the Devil 
takes everything between our strong- 
holds and then surrounds and starves us, 
sending fifth columnists even into our 
midst. We need our “motorized” unit. 
We need twice ‘as. many stations, four 
times as many sub-stations, more evan- 
gelistic missionaries to officer the unit, 
pioneering doctors for an ambulance 
corps, scores of evangelists for engineer 
corps, adequate training facilities for or- 
daining natives for the “home guard,” 
Christian literature to “propagandize” 
boys and girls. we teach in our schools, 
more’ village schools, more Bibles, more 
nurses. We must place outposts far in 
the Mohammedan country to thwart at- 
tack from that danger sector. We need 
an intelligence service to meet the fifth 
column Roman Catholics and Seventh 
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Day Adventists who-wear our own uni- 
forms and cause discord within. 
We were just wondering — about war 
and things. 
ve 


Half a Century of 
Foreign Missions 
(Continued from page 1052) 


reasons for the decline which has af- 
flicted the missionary cause since -the 
Inter-Church World Movement. -There 
is practically no mention of doctrinal 
matters in the book. It is a chroniele 
of evidence, with some general opinions 
concerning them. But informed evan- 
gelical believers know. that.in the post- 
war period, even to the present. time, 
what is limiting the missionary program 
of all the denominations is a paralyzing 
Modernism which acts as a vessnpges 
upon both youth and age. 

In that unfortunate third decade. of 
this century, young men and .women 
were urged to go to the foreign field 
on the “adventure” motive, while others 
had no Gospel but only social panaceas 
to take with them. This new. kind of 
missionary did not mix with those al- 
ready on the fields who were definitely 
called of God. Great controversies 
shook the foreign mission fields ‘and 
home boards, until all the unity and 
harmony that once characterized ‘the 
missionary program was destroyed. The 
schools and colleges that so perversély 
trained the youth of that period will 
have much to answer for to God. ° 

Then came the Laymen’s Foreign 
Missionary Inquiry in 1932 (the: “Be- 
trayal Commission”) with its iniquitous 
Report. The very missionaries in China 
which this Report characterized ‘as’ be- 
low standard and of inferior quality 
have proved to be the heroic standard 
bearers of the Cross in this century: * 

Dr. Mott is characteristically guarded 
in his statements, but it is evident ‘to 
the reader that, toward the end, he is 
not enthusiastic, and that he is mildiy 
critical where, were he uncompromis- 
ingly committed to the truth, he would 
offer strong criticism, 

In discussing the leadership of the 
coming day, Dr. Mott is reflective rather 
than foreseeing. There is an evasion of 
that which really troubles the Church 
of the Living God—the decline of that 
faith which first drew him to a life- 
work of missionary promotion. Dr. Mott 
did his best and most effective work in 
the days when the churches of America 
were true to the Gospel of Christ. It 
Was an era in which many noble Chris- 
tians worked with him. They were 
brought together largely through the in- 
fluence-of Dwight L. Moody. The true 
missionary leadership for the coming 
day will be found only where the faith 
is truly held and our Lord is unre- 
servedly honored. 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 12. CHRIST'S VALUATION OF PERSONALITY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 14: 1-14 
Golden Text.—Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?—Matt. 6: 25 








Kinc JaAMEs VERSION 


Luke 14:1 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of 
one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that 
they watched him. 

2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had 
the dropsy. 

3 And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day? 

4 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed 
him, ‘and let him go; 

5 And answered. them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass 
or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straig:tway pull him out 
on the sabbath day? 

6 And they could not answer him again to these things. 

7 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, 
when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying 
unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down 
in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be 
bidden of him; 

9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give 
this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest 
room. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest 
room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the 
presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

12 Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest 
a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy -brethren, 
neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid 
thee again, and a recompence be made thee. ; 

13 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the 
lame, the blind: 

14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: 
for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 14:1 And it came to pass, when he went into the house 
of one of the rulers of the Pharisees on a sabbath to eat bread, 
that they were watching him. 2 And behold, there was before him 
a certain man that had the dropsy. 3 And Jesus answering 
spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to 
heal on the sabbath, or not? 4 But they held their peace. And 
he took him, and healed him, and let him go. 5 And he said 
unto them, Which of you shall have +an ass or an ox fallen into 
a well, and will not straightway draw him up on a sabbath day? 
6 And they could not answer again unto these things. 

7 And he spake a parable unto those that were bidden, when 
he marked how they chose out the chief seats; saying unto them, 
8 When thou art bidden of any man to a marriage feast, *sit not 
down in the chief seat; lest haply a more honorable man than 
thou be bidden of him, 9 and he that bade thee arid him shall 
come and say to thee, Give this man place; and then thou shalt 
begin with shame to take the lowest place.’ 10 But when thou 
art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest place; that when he 
that hath bidden thee cometh, he may say to thee, Friend, go 
up higher: then shalt thou have glory in the presence of all 
that *sit at meat with thee. 11 For every one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. 

12 And he said to him also that had bidden him, When thou 
makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, 
nor thy kinsmen, nor rich neighbors; lest haply they also bid 
thee again, and a recompense be made thee. 13 But when thou 
makest a feast, bid the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 
14 and thou shalt be blessed; because they have not wherewith 
to recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed in the resur- 
rection of the just. 


1Many ancient authorities read, a son. See chap. 13:15. 
2Gr., recline not. *Gr., recline. Comp. chap. 7:36, 37, marg. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E Gospel brings out, as nothing. 
else can, the value that our Lord 


Jesus puts upon the soul of a man, 
He considered man worth dying for. 
It was wondrous grace on his part and 
it calls for adoring gratitude on ours. 
In giving his holy law, God thought of 
man’s need and he designed that the 
very manifestation of his helplessness 
and sinfulness should throw him upon 
the infinite grace of One who sent his 
Son into the world that we might live 
through him. In this sense the law 
was the tutor (the child-leader) to bring 
men to Christ. When he found religious 
zealots magnifying the letter of the law, 
elevating its forms and ceremonies above 
all reason, while depreciating human 
personality, he rebuked such false leaders 
sternly. They would do for their cat- 
tle what they would not do for suffer- 
ing men and women; because the cattle 
Were a source of profit to them, while 
human life was held, in many cases, as 
of little value. 


On the other hand, the Lord rebuked 
that pride of the natural heart which 
leads one to overestimate his importance 
and so to seek to reach a higher place 
by crowding others to one side. “With 
the lowly is wisdom” (Prov. 11:2). It 
is a foolish vanity that causes one to 
seek the admiration of his fellows rather 
than the honor that comes alone from 
God (John 5:44). Where there is real 
worth, it will be manifested. It is not 
necessary to be intrusive and selfish 
in order to obtain recognition. In fact, 
nothing is more certain to involve one 
in shame and disrepute at last. If we 
take our Saviour as our example in this, 
as in all else, we shall not go wrong or 
miss our way. 


The Historical Setting 


The ineidents recorded in this section 
of the Gospel of Luke took place in 
the house of a Pharisee, who had in- 
vited Jesus for dinner, but in what city 
or town we do not know. The instruc- 
tion given was part of his “table talk.” 
It was probably in A. D. 29. 


“Verse by Verse 


Luke 14:1.—“One of the chief Phari- 
sees.” All of the “most straitest sect” 


(Acts 26:5) were not enemies of Jesus. 
Some, at least, showed him a measure 
of courtesy. 


Verse 2.—“‘A certain man before him 
which had the dropsy.” Luke, the phy- 
sician, gives more particulars as to the 
different diseases cured by Jesus than 
the other evangelists. This man may 
have been an invited guest or else a 
wistful looker-on, hoping to be healed 
by the great prophet from Nazareth. 


Verse 3.—“Is it lawful to heal on the 
sabbath day?” It was a test question 
designed to manifest the true state of 
the people who professed to know God 
and love his Word. 


Verse 4—“They held their peace.” 
To answer negatively would seem heart- 
less; to take the other side would expose 
the legality of their minds. Bewildered, 
they hesitated. Jesus, spurning their 
supercilious attitude, healed the sick 
man. 


Verse 5.—“An ass or an oc... pull 
him out on the sabbath day.” But these 
beasts were property! So they would 
find some way to get around their rigid 
sabbatarianism, in, order to save them 
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Lesson for January 12 


ftom destruction. A man was of far 
greater value. 


Verse 6—“Could not answer him.” 
They were silenced because the argu- 
ment was unanswerable. There is no pos- 
sible comparison between the worth of 
a man, created in the image of God, and 
a beast.of the field, however worth while 
in itself. 

Verse 7.—“They chose out the chief 
rooms.” That is, the best places to re- 
cline at the feast, nearest to the host 
and most likely to attract the attention 
of less fortunate guests. It was but 
an evidence of their selfishness. 


Verse 8.—“Sit not down in the high- 
est room.” Jesus rebuked that pride 
which leads anyone to think first of 
himself and his seeming importance. He 
was really reiterating the precepts of 
the ancient Book of Proverbs, Chapter 
25:6, 7, a Scripture they knew well but 
were disobeying, because of.the insub- 
jection of their hearts to the Word. 

Verse 9.—“Thou begin with shame to 
take the lowest “room.” What disgrace 
if, after one has taken the best seat, a 
more honorable person appear and the 
first be obliged to vacate and take what- 
ever place may be left. 

Verse 10.—‘Sit down. in the lowest 
room.” This was what Jesus did. He 
who was higher than the highest be- 
came lower than the lowest in order that 
he might bring sinful men to God. 

Verse 11.—“He that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.” This is the law of 
the Kingdom of God. And the opposite 
is ever true in the divine government. 


Verse 12—“Lest they also bid thee 
again.” Is not one of our reasons for 
inviting guests, the hope that they will 
show the same courtesy to us? This is 
not the divine way. Yet, for many of 
us, this verse might just as well be 
omitted from our Bibles, for, as a rule, 
upon all our festive occasions it is our 
own special friends, relatives, and, above 
all, our well-to-do neighbors that we 
seek to have at our tables. 


Verse 13.—“Call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind.” This would be 
true Christlike behavior. If Christians 
would follow our Lord’s instruction 
literally when sending out their inyi- 
tations to dinner parties and general 
festal occasions, what a new conception 
would many (whose lives are colorless) 
have of the power of the Gospel to de- 
liver from selfishness. 


Verse 14.—“Thou shalt be recompensed 
at- the resurrection of the just.” This 
is the first resurrection (Rev. 20:6), 
when at our Lord’s return he will re- 
ward his servants (Rev. 22:12) for all 
that has been done in accordance with 
his holy Word, and for the glory of God 
alone, 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Elsewhere we are told that the Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for the Sab- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


2. (15) January 12.—Christ’s Valuation of 
ED 0. stn. vag bien woien Luke 1f4:1-14 
3. (16) January 19.—The Slighted Invita- 
MEN Teich wie's 0 04k 6.8 oclnd akan Luke 14:15-35 
4. (17) January 26.—Christ’s Concern for 
Cr rk as isis cect Hercgias .. Luke 15 
5. (18) February 2.—The Individual’s Re- 
sponsibility Regarding Beverage Al- 
cohol. Habakkuk 2:15;. Genesis 4: 
9-12; Mark 9:42-48; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 
6. (19) February 9.—-The Christian Atti- 
tude toward Possessions .. Luke 16 
7. (20) February 16.—Jesus Teaches For- 
giveness and Gratitude Luke 17 


8. (21) February 23.—Jesus Calls to 
SEED SS ody 2625'S etn 0 cca cen be ood Luke 18 
9. (22) March 2.—The Authority of 
RE te Luke 19:1 to 20:8 
10. (23) March 9.—Christ Rejected. ~ 
Luke 20:9 to 21:38 








bath (Mark 2:27). This is to say that 
all the. outward forms and ordinances 
of religion as given by God were in- 


- tended for man’s blessing. He is made 


for eternity and therefore of more value 
than all the material universe (Matt. 
16:26). But because he is a fallen crea- 
ture, defiled by sin, pride and self-suffi- 
ciency are most unbecoming. True 
blessing follows self-abasement and the 
recognition of his actual condition be- 
fore God. The less one vaunts him- 
self, the more he commends himself to 
discerning people, and to God, the judge 
of all. To take the lowly place without 
groveling, to be humble but not to be 
grossly subservient, is not easy. Yet this 
is the path to blessing, for “God resist- 
eth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble” (Jas. 4:6, cited from Prov. 3: 
34, Septuagint). It is ever true that 
“the quickest way up is down.” 


A Lesson Outline 
THE WorTH OF A MAN 

Created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) 

Made a little lower than the angels (Psa. 
8:5) 

Intended to be a delight to God. (Prov. 
8:31) 

Valued above the whole world ‘(Matt. 
16: 26) 

Bought by the blood of Christ (2 Pet. 
2:1) 

When renewed, a temple of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19) 

Destined to eternal bliss or woe (John 
5:29) 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
An Illustration. I recall an incident 

that occurred in my own experience 

some years ago. A group of us were 

gathered .together to partake of the 

Lord’s Supper. The elements were on 


the table and the meeting had begun 
when a strange interruption took place. 
A man, half-starved and travel-worn, 


entered and fell from weakness just 
inside the door. .He had fainted from 
hunger. A brothér“teck-the breda ana 
the cup from the Borde Table; revived 
the poor fellow with the juice of the 
grape and gave him most of the bread, 
so that he would be able to go where 
he could be properly provided for. Some 
were shocked, but as we remembered 
the case of David’s men and the shew- 
bread (1 Sam. 21), we felt sure the 
sacred. elements were used to the glory 
of God (Matt. 12:4). 


Our Lord’s Use of the Holy Scriptures. 
The Old Testament was the Bible of 
the Jews. It was declared to be the Word: 
of God by Jesus (John 10:35), and he 
tells us the Scripture cannot be broken. 
We need not be surprised, therefore; 
that in his teaching he quoted from or 
referred to it on many occasions. He 
came not to destroy the law, but to ful- 





Tr. | 


fill it, and by the term “the law” we are ° 


to understand more than the command- 
ments, statutes, and judgments given at 
Sinai. All of the Old Testament is in- 
cluded in that expression, for it was the 
revelation of the mind of God. 


The Law of the Sabbath. There was 
a vast difference, in the time of our 
Lord’s ministry on earth, between the 
law of the Sabbath as given in the Scrip- 
tures, and the traditional law which the 
Jews had in mind when they charged 
him. at times with breaking the Sab- 
bath (John 9:16). They had added many 
regulations, some exceedingly trifling 
and difficult to keep in mind, to the 
plain teaching of the Word itself. 


Applications and Summaries 

Nothing tells out the valuation God 
has put upon man like the cross of 
Christ. Have we trusted the One who 
there died to redeem us? 

Ordinances are only of value as they 
emphasize spiritual verities. They must 
never take the place of God’s grace. 

Christ never undervalued any sacred 
observance, but he ever insisted that the 
ordinance was for the blessing of man-. 


kind. He would noi consent to the idea ~ 


that sacramental observances are more 
important than showing mercy to the 
needy and distressed (Matt. 12:7). 


The Church of God is a means to an 
end; it is not in itself the end. It is, 
here on earth to be a blessing to the 
world as it seeks to uphold Christ as 
Redeemer of mankind. 

In coming from Heaven to the manger. 
and the cross, Jesus took the lowest 
place. Now God has highly exalted him 
and given him.a name above every name 
(Phil. 2:9).. He is the supreme example 
of lowliness. ; 

If we have learned what we are in 
the light of the cross, we will never 
seek great things for self, but will be 
content to follow him who is meek and 
lowly of heart. 


CHIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching ¢ character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day Se Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning. some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HAT great lesson did the Lord Jesus 
seek. to teach by healing the dropsical 
man on the Sabbath? 
2. How was the inconsistency of the ac- 
cusers of Christ manifested? 
3. Should a Christian be ambitious? 
4. Did Christ condemn social gatherings of 
friends? (Luke 14:12.) 
5. Does God care about our business and 
school and everyday life? 
6. Why did not the Pharisees know that 
Jesus was their Messiah? 
7. How can we be kind and helpful to less 
fortunate ones without being patronizing? 
8. Are one’s efforts for unfortunate people 
always satisfactory? Discuss the tendency 
among some of these folks to take undue 
advantage of kindnesses. 
9. (a) Is a Christian ever justified in ex- 
altimg himself? (b) Is there, on the other 
hand, a danger of false humility? 


10. In what does true humility consist? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 1064 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

Jars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading caref a leafiet ex- 
pen ing the a of this department. The 

li list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly Vg & be saene by 
bt editors, which might otherwise avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lessen list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


What Makes a Man?—And, behold, 
there was a certain man before him 
(Luke 14:2). Two or three young men, 
who were once visiting Washington, 
went into the National Museum. On one 
of the cabinets was a label with these 
words:. “The body of a man, weigh- 
ing one hundred and fifty-four pounds.” 
“Where is the man?” asked one of the 
young men. No one anSwered him. In 
the cabinet were two jars of water and 
other jars in which were phosphate of 
lime, carbonate.of lime, potassium, so- 
dium, and other chemicals. - Another 
section held a row of clear glass jars 
filed with gases—hydrogen, oxygen, 
and nitrogen. The materials in those 
cabinets were given in exact propor- 
tion as combined in an ordinary man. 
After looking at the assortment for 
some time in silence one of the young 
men said: “And that is what I am made 
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of? That'is all that goes to make me?” 

“That is all,” said a bystander as he 
smiled and walked on. 

But the young man did not smile. “If 
that is all that is needed,” said one, “so 
much lime, so much gas, so much water, 
we should be exactly alike. There is 
something more which they cannot put 
into cabinets.” 

“Yes,” said another under his breath, 
“that which is added by God, who puts 
into these senseless elements that which 
makes a living soul.” They passed on 
in silence, their souls and their God 
suddenly becoming real before those 
cabinets filled with all the material es- 
sentials for the making of a man.—From 
The Youth’s Companion. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


The Unbowed Head.—He marked how 
they chose out the chief rooms (v. 7). 
A haughty lawyer once asked a sterling 
old farmer, “Why don’t you hold up 
your head in the world like I do? I 
bow my head before neither God nor 
man.” “Squire,” replied the farmer, “see 
that field of grain? Only those heads 
that are empty stand up. Those that 
are well-filled are the ones that bow 
low.”—From “5000 Best Modern Illus- 
trations.” Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


December 28; 1940 


Punctured Pride.—For whosoever ex- 
alteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted 
(v. 11). One of those good-natured per- 
sons who are always bent on imparting 
information was humiliated not long 
since. A Negro was seated on a rail 
fence in Arkansas, intently looking at 
the telegraph poles. A gentleman pass- 
ing said: “Watching the wires?” “Yes, 
sah.” “Waiting to see a message go by, 
hey?” The Negro smiled and said, ‘ 
sah.” The gentleman kindly told him 
that messages were invisible, and ex- 
plained the work of the electric cur- 
rent to him at length. Concluding, he 
said: “Now, you know something about 
it.” “Yes, sah.” “What do you work 
at?” “I’m a telegraph operator at the 
Hazel Switch Station, sah.”—From “5000 
Best Modern Illustrations,” by Hallock. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Ton- 
awanda, N. Y. 


A College President.—He that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted (v. 11). 
In a college in the South, I was enter- 
tained by the president of the college. 
It was a poor little college, and there 
were not many rooms in it, so the presi- 
dent gave me his room. And I was 
waked up very early in the morning by 
hearing someone come into the room. 
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Lesson for January 12 


I didn’t want to appear intrusive at all, 
so I lay there quietly to see who was 
coming in; and I saw the president of 
the college coming in, and he took my 
boots, and I saw him take them to an 
adjoining room, and go down there on 
that floor and black those boots. I could 
have cried at the sight. God has lifted 
that man’s head very high since then. 
There was too much humility in his 
spirit for God to keep him in a low posi-« 
tion—From “5000 Best Modern Illustra- 
tions,” by Hallock. Sent by Mrs. G. C. 
Bower, Santa Ana, Calif. 


Wesley’s Love for the Beautiful—And 
thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot 
recompense thee: for thou shalt be rec- 
ompensed at the resurrection of the just 
(v. 14). John Wesley, a classical scholar 
with a virile mind, gave himself fully 
to God, and consecrated all his powers 
to his service. Though possessed of a 
scholar’s love for books, he spent most 
of his life in the saddle and in the 
active duties of a most strenuous life. 
With a passionate love for art, especially 
for music and architecture, he turned 
away from their charms to blow the 
Gospel trumpet with all his might. With 
a more than ordinary longing for the 
sweets and comforts of human love, he 
rose above disappointments which would 
have crushed ordinary men, forgot his 
“inly-bleeding heart” (his own expres- 
sion), and gave himself unreservedly to 
the work of binding up the broken- 
hearted. Visiting the beautiful grounds 
of an English nobleman, he said, “I, 
too, have a relish for these things; but 
there is another world.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. W. J. 
Garver, Washington, Pa. 


Why He was Saved.—Is not the life 
more than meat ...? (Golden Text.) 
In a Southern city a pastor was work- 
ing on a sermon one afternoon. A sud- 
den impulse came to speak to a young 
man in his place of business. Imme- 


Giately he went downtown and in a few ' 


minutes led that young man to the Lord. 
Later, when the young man went jubi- 
lantly home, he found all except his 
father at the supper table. Walking into 
the living room he saw his father, and 
joyously said, “Dad, I was saved a little 
while ago.” The father looked up with 
tears in his eyes, and said, “Son, twenty- 
four hours ago I became so troubled 
about your salvation that I vowed be- 
fore God neither to eat nor drink, but 
only to pray until you were saved, but 
I told no one of my purpose.” In des- 
perate need that father had cried from 
the depth of his heart, and God heard 
him. Is anything too hard for God?— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
Lewis Conrad, Red Oak;. Iowa. Prize 
illustration. 
vw 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Animal or the Man?—Is it lawful 
to heal on the sabbath day? (Luke 14: 
3.) Our Lord was not asking for in- 
formation. He was “answering.” He 
just went ahead and healed the man. 
Then he gave Mr. Lawyer and Mr. 
Pharisee a little reference that has an 
appeal to the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals — the famous 
S. P. C. A. In that day, as in this, law- 
yers and religionists appreciated the 
value of live stock the whole seven days 
of the week. Heaven makes it clear 
in no uncertain terms that human life 
in God’s sight is of unspeakable value. 
(Psa. 55:23; John 3:16.) 

As I write this note France has just 
chopped off the head of a killer. Spain 
has condemned a killer to be choked to 
death (garroté). Here in America we 
use rope, lethal chamber, and for most, 
electricity. 

Yet when we get the news from China 
and from Europe, and awhile ago from 
Spain, where bombs are dropping upon 
cities, destroying women and children, 
it looks as though human life is of 
small value, when presented in the mass, 

It looks as if the countries across the 
seas were back to the days of the Cesars 
and the Moors, when whole conquered 
populations were put to the sword in the 
sack of their cities. 

Yet in spite of this, it still remains 
that each one of God’s children has a 
personality of enormous value. Jesus 
died for us; has us all marked (finger 
prints), and has a place prepared for 
us “in my Father’s house” (John 14:2). 
Tennyson’s way of saying it: 

More things are wrought by prayer 

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore 

let thy voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep or 

goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of 

prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call 

them friends? 

“Blessed Are the Meek.”—Sit down in 
the lowest room; that when he that bade 
thee cometh, he may say .. . Friend, 
go up higher (v. 10). One of the inter- 
esting things of my life, as I have at- 
tended entertainments, functions, and 
other gatherings has. been to take a 
back seat and watch this good advice 
of our Lord work out before my eyes. 


We all know the type of man and- 


woman, of whom those who know them 
say, “More cheek than a Government 
mule.” They crowd into the highest 
“room.” They ignore signs and ropes 
and ribbons, and brazenly invade the 
reserved places. The rest seat them- 
selves where they belong, like gentle- 
men and ladies. ‘ 

Then comes along old Mr. Authority, 
and sometimes with John Law, and it is, 
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“Ladies, you will have to find seats else- 
where; these are reserved.” And while 
the rest of us grin, the “fresh” seat 
crashers, who so confidently sailed up 
the aisle for the preferred places, come 
floating back with red faces, looking 
for a place to “light.” 

When I was in college it was the cug- 
tom for everyone to have an “auto- 
graph album.” The boys and girls would 
write their names, and generally some 
sentiment. One girl wrote in my album, 
“True worth need take no pains to dis- 
play itself.” (Prov. 29:23; Matt. 23:12.) 

Jesus tells us by an apt and convine- 
ing illustration the same thing. If we 
acquire the “equipment” the time will 
come when we will hear the, “Come 
up higher” call. 

The “Bluffer,” the “Stuffed Shirt,” the 
“Bold Front,” the “Martinet,” if he (she) 
accidentally ever gets to the “higher up,” 
he (she) is rarely able to stay there. 
I have pitied many a one of them tum- 
bling out of the high place. 

It is the one of the opposite sort who 
gets into the high place for keeps. 


“The Great Elisha Lee.”—He that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted (v. 
11). When the opportunity comes to 
you to meet a really great man you are 
likely to be surprised to find how sim- 
ple and human and humble he is. 

One of the greatest railroad executives 
was the late Mr. Elisha Lee of the great 
Pennsylvania System. He was only 
Vice-President. Others occupied the 
spotlight. But by common consent, es- 
pecially of the shippers, Elisha Lee WAS 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, and with him 
the road grew great and prosperous. 
When one day I met him I found him a 
humble Christian gentleman, who was 
as much interested in the things of 
Heaven as in transportation. 

It so happens I know many heads of 
big corporations, and leading profes- 
sional men. They know me because they 
have been Sunday school and Y. M. C. A. 
men. I cannot remember one, long in 
office, who is not human and humble. 
Oh, yes, I know the “Old Bear” type, 
but he won’t be there long. 

The plugged fellow lower down may 
put on the “front” and-the “bluff,” but 
except in rare cases “the Old Man” is 
gentle and humble, appreciating his re- 
sponsibilities — and his_ limitations! 
(Psa. 18:35, see marginal note, A. S. V.; 
Rev. 2:23.) 

As I write this note I am in corre- 
spondence with one such executivé. He 
does the buying for one of the country’s 
greatest corporations, of which he is a 
Vice-President. It is said he has. just 
bought $15,000,000 worth of copper at one 
deal. His salary is all you would expect 
for his important job. 

If you met this able gentleman you 
would find him simple, modest, and ap- 
prvachable, and as busy about the Lord’s 
business as that of his great company. 

He is an elder in his church and has 
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amen’s Bible class in the ‘Sunday school. : 
He stopped at “El Nidito” the other day. 


to ask for a good name for his class. 
His men wanted to name it for him.’ He 
said, “I want a name as good as your 
Iton Rose, but not my own.” I said, 
“Call it the ‘Hold On’ Bible Class !” 


COATESVILLE, Pa; 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


1A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 

thank thee for the plain lessons on humil- 
ity in thy Word. So little have we to offer 
for which we would be praised that we de- 
: to have our thoughts turned away from 
self in the realization that our personalities 
ate not praiseworthy apart from the presence 

the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives. We 

eed lift up our hearts in thankfulness be- 
d any words to which we can give expres- 
for thy great goodness to us in giving 
the high privileges of the life that is in 
Help us to rest in him with confidence 
what he is, and what he does, and not with 
¥ pride that leads us to claim anything for 
ves. May we rejoice over the awards 
to others, and be cleansed of the spirit 
jealousy when others are given a higher 
than we have. We ask this in the name 
him who gave himself and died for us 
order that we might live. Amen. 


the Lesson.—How easy it is for 

to feel slighted if we are not given 
‘prominent place! How many of us 
glad when someone else is occupying 
end seat in the pew in church, when 
pew is our regular place, and the 
seat most convenient? You know 
it is. There is just a little feeling 
disappointment, or even resentment 
en that sort of thing occurs. What a 










it is to help someone to a better- 


who might not otherwise have such 
&iprivilege. John S. Huyler in a Euro- 
city noticed, with his kindly eyes 


PLACING Qotstivs FIRST? 
WHICH IS MY PLAN? 














typon the needs of folks around him, a 
up of women washing clothes in the 
am within sight of the hotel. He 

ed at the hotel for dinner for a 

fOnsiderable number of persons, and 











ted all the washerwomen to have 
finner at the hotel. They never knew 
ly such privilege as that, and you can 
Hagine the surprise of the hotel people. 
ut Mr. Huyler insisted that these were 
as guests. Was he not following the 
f6rses in this lesson when he did that 
uf usual thing? Do you do things of that 
tind in helping persons who never have 
Such privileges? “When thou makest a 
er,” do you ever invite the folks that 

in the back street? Let us think 

ut that. Is there still something we 
fin do for folks around us? Let us pray. 


_ PHILADELPHIA. 


Me: 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Seats — high and low. 


+ Discussion: Name some of the fruits, 
respectively, of selfishness and unselfjsh- 
ness 


Objective: The practice of a wholesome 
humility. 


AY, fellows, in the parable our Lord 

told to those Pharisees (I feel sure 
they must have been Pharisees), whom 
he saw picking out the best seats for 
themselves at the dinner party, the 
selfish seat-picker got the worst of it 
in the end, because he was called down; 
and pride hates to be called down. 

Which would you rather be: a bad man 
in a good seat, or a good man in a bad 
seat? Well, I would much rather be 
a good man in a bad seat. First, be- 
cause I would have no accusing con- 
science telling me I was misappropriat- 
ing privilege; and second, if I am in a 
low seat I am much more apt to be 
“called up higher.” 

I saw some fellows at a picnic make 
a rush, when dinner was announced, 
for the seats nearest a big platter piled 
high with fried chicken. Even while 
they were chuckling over their suc- 
cess a gentle but firm hand was laid 
on their shoulders and they were told 
those seats had been reserved for spe- 
cial guests. With shamefacedness and 
chagrin they had to go all the way down 
to the other end of the table, as by 
this time all the other seats had been 
taken. If in the distribution they only 
got a wing or a neck it was_all they 
deserved. ‘ 

Last summer in the post office of a 
resort town, when the windows were 
opened for distribution of the mail, two 
queues had formed by those who would 
receive their mail from the General 
Delivery. As I stood in line I saw a 
smartly dressed woman with a hard face, 
brusquely step up and. push herself into 
the head of the other line. That might 
have brought a protest from the one next 
behind, but the young fellow simply eased 
back to give her space. He knew she 
was rude and out of place, but he did 
not even frown. There was no author- 
ity present to say, “Here; lady, you will 
have to go back and take your turn 
at the end of the line,” and besides, he 
would rather submit to the temporary 
intrusion and delay than to make a fuss 
over it. She got her mail first and 
breezed out ahead of him, but I am 
sure he felt better satisfied to accept 
the situation. One rarely loses perma- 
nently by practicing a courteous defer- 
ence on all occasions. 


Although the choosing of seats may ap- 











pear to be ofcomparatively trivial impor- ° 


tance, fellows, yet this parable our Lord 
spoke strikes deep into life’s meaning and 
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life’s course. Selfishness — covetousness 
— lies at the root of most sin, if not all 
sin, and therefore the consequent misery. 
Jesus Christ, who was sinless, was ab- 
solutely unselfish. Indeed, his whole 
earthly life, his mission, and his death 
upon the cross, voluntarily bearing the 
guilt of_sinners, gives us the clearest 
picture of what is exactly the opposite 
of selfishness. He “made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men .. . he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross, Wherefore God 
hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name” 
€Phil. 2:7-9). 

Who could better teach unselfishness 
than the Lord Jesus Christ? Every time 
you do an unselfish thing for Christ’s 
sake; every time you ease back and let 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for January 12 


another have the better place, for 
Christ’s sake, you do show forth that 
high characteristic of your Master; and 
incidentally you give yourself a lot of 
real satisfaction. 


Avon Park, Fia. 
we 











For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


‘SEE a man in coarse clothing sitting 

on a dump. He is uncomfortable 
with a kind of leprosy. He has lost all 
his wealth, all his children, and most 
of his friends. He is very discouraged. 
He cannot understand why God has let 
these troubles come, for all his life he 
has tried to be good and help other 
people. Yet I hear this man say, 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him” (Job 13:15). Who is this man? 
Yes; Job. 
“What would you tell a European boy 
who complained that God did not love 
him because all the rest of his family 
had ‘been killed by a falling bomb? Some 
of the Scripture references which you 
read this week help to answer that 
question (Rom. 8:35, 37-39; 2 Cor. 4:17; 
12:7-9). Do you remember this verse, 
“All things work together for good to 
them that love God”? (Rom. 8:28.) Did 
some of you choose that for a Memory 
Verse? Let us say it together. What 
other verses were learned? Did things 
work out well for Job in the end? 

Do you sometimes have company for 
Sunday dinner? 

Once the Lord Jesus was invited to 
Sunday dinner by one of the Pharisees. 





Jesus feel sorry for the sick man? What 
do -you suppose Jesus did for him? Look 
in Luke 14:1-6. 

Do you know a boy or girl who always 
wants to sit next to the teacher? At 
the dinner Jesus noticed that the guests 
tried to get the best seats at the head 
of the table near the host. Jesus told 
them a better way in Luke 14.:7-10. 
What was it? If they were unselfish 
about things would they be more likely 
to receive them? Would the Golden 
Rule (Luke 6:31) be a good standard 
when we want a good seat? Does the 
other boy or girl want it, too? 

Here is a Christmas present I have 
made for next year, wrapped in pretty 
paper. Shall I plan to give it to one of 
my friends who will give me a gift in 
return, or shall I give it to someone who 


the man who invited him to dinner not 
to invite his family, friends, and neigh- 
bors, who would ask him to dinner some 
time in return, but to invite poor, hun- 
gry people who could not treat him in 
return. When would the man get his 
reward? Read Luke 14:12-14, and then 
tell me.. To whom shall I give my gift 
here? 











A man with dropsy was also there. Did. 


will not be giving me a gift? Jesus told. 
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If you were poor and hungry would 
you want someone to help you get food? 
Have you brought anything to give to 
people in Europe who are in trouble 
and cannot pay you back? Let us place 
our offerings in this box. 

This week let us see how often we 
can give the best place to others, or do 
something kind for a person who can- 
not pay us back. When you treat others 
to candy, include some child who does 
not have it often, and does not treat you. 
You may fold these squares of paper to 
make a booklet. On the outside in large 
letters let us print N. R. For what might 
those initials stand? (No Reward, or No 
Recompense.) Would you like to write 
the Golden Rule on one inside page, 
and leave the other blank to keep a 
record of our N. R. deeds this week? 
Will you brag about how many good 
turns you do? Put this Scripture ref- 
erence on the back page, and read it 
some time this week — Matthew 6:1-4. 
If you brought an offering for the suf- 
fering people in Europe you may put 
that in your N. R. notebook now. 

FRANKFORT, MAINE. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To discourage the girls from 
wanting first and best place for them- 
selves. 


Activity.—Use a picture for your poster 
showing how Christ should be the Exam- 
ple and Leader in all social relationships. 
If possible, meet young folks whose back- 
grounds are different racially, econom- 
ically, or culturally. 

Memory Verse.—“Let another man 
praise thee, and not thine own mouth” 
(Prov. 27:2). 











“Tuery CHoseE Ovt THE CHEF Rooms” 


HRIST never edited a book on 

etiquette, but through his influence 
and his words he prescribed social for- 
mulas that fit not just circumscribed 
situations, but the very foundation needs 
of society and individuals. Christ ezx- 
alted kindness rather than custom. 

He watched the “upper classes” invite 
to their homes the “pat-me-on-the-back,” 
and “return-my-invitation” kind of 
guests, and he watched these guests 
scramble for the chiefest rooms instead 
of waiting until the host and hostess 
would assign them to a place. “What’ll 
I gain from all this?” was the upper- 
most concern in the minds of host and 
guests alike. No wonder a poor invalid 
with dropsy was ignored ! (Luke 14: 1-14). 

Self-glorification commences in early 
childhood. Mae was very, very young 
when she learned that her social im- 
portance was relative, and only a small 
portion of the happiness of others de- 
pended upon her. She was standing 
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near some older girls, strangers to her, 
and was inadvertently listening to one‘ 
of them inviting the others to a birth- 
day party. 

Suddenly Mae, who was usually very 
shy, chirped up with great boldness, 
“‘T'll come if you tell me how to get 
there.” 

The stranger who was inviting turned 
to glare at the little one. “You’re not 
invited,” was her sharp retort. 

You may well imagine that, tiny 
though she was, Mae, like the man in 
the. parable, felt chagrined: “And he 
that bade thee . .. say to thee, Give 
this man place; and thou begin with 
shame to take the lowest room.” 

Another time two small girls were 
taking turns swinging from a low-hang- 
ing limb of a shade tree in their garden. 

“Now you watch me,” commanded one 
as she ran to take her turn. 

The other, completely oblivious of the 
accomplishments of the first girl, sang 
out as she, in turn, swung from the limb, 
“Now you watch me!” 

Children, though, are not the only of- 
fenders in this matter of putting self 
first. A man who had been waiting in 
line a long time for a delegate’s badge, 
later remarked, “When a person tries 
to be courteous and keep his -place, 
someone else is sure to crowd ahead.” 


“In LOWLINEss ... Let EAcH 
EsTEEM OTHER BETTER” 


Girls, would folk point you out as a 
Christian by the manners you display? 
Christ was always courteous, consider- 
ate, just, and kind (Luke 7:47, 48;, 9:47, 
48; John 8:6, 10, 11; Phil. 2:3-5). How 
does his attitude toward the personal- 
ities of those about him compare with 
your own? 

The man who was suffering from 
dropsy realized his helplessness, and un- 
attractiveness, and when Christ came 
along the suffering one was ready to 
admit defeat. The Lord Jesus never let 
anyone who was yielded in heart go un- 
aided, and it was then, even on the 
Sabbath Day, that the Redeemer rejoiced 
in relieving this helpless one, in making 
an Unattractive life socially acceptable, 
and in granting victory to replace defeat 
(Rom. 8:37). 

Already we have noted the human ten- 
dency to want first place.. What did the 
Lord further advise in this regard? 

“Sit down in the lowest room.” If you 
think you deserve a better place, wait 
graciously until other people, too, re- 
alize your worth and send you higher 
(Memory Verse). 

“Humbleth himself.” We are too self- 
centered. Even bashfulness is a type of 
conceit. 

“I always feel shy and self-conscious 
when I am with other people,” a. dis- 
tressed girl confessed. “How may. I 
overcome this feeling and have a good 
time?” 

Lose your own desire for a good time 
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in-an unceasing effort. to make others 
glad. 
“Not Tuy FRIENDS .. . BUT . . . THE Poor” 


Since your friends, no doubt, are en- 
joying comforts and delights, and do not 
really need your talents and resources, 
should you not use these to give pleas- 
ure to those who lack a joyous outlook 
on life? Christ came to help the poor, 
the brokenhearted, the captives, the 
blind, and the bruised because he wanted 
the pleasure of their companionship 
throughout the ages to come, and he 
would like to have you make their ac- 
quaintance now. Are you intimately 
and experimentally acquainted with 
groups less fortunate than your own? 
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Do you approach them, not. as a superior, 
but as a person who needed and found 
a Saviour? See 1 Corinthians 13 for de- 
tails. 

Several times this fall when we went 
into the cotton field to check the weights 
of our pickers, we watched with amaze- 
ment as they dragged long canvas sacks 
through-tall rows of cotton, and brought 
them, many fifty or one hundred pounds 
full, to the scales to weigh. And then 
we watched again as they hoisted these 
heavy sacks to their shoulders and 
climbed ‘the ladder to empty the con- 
tents into the high trailer load of cotton. 

Sometimes we have wondered about 
the untidiness, the uncouthness, and the 
apparent dullness of many of these itin- 
érant cotton pickers, but buried beneath 
the surface which the world condemns 
is a longing, too often diverted or sup- 
pressed, for something better. What this 
better life is, they do not always know. 
Often they are too work-burdened and 
weary, or too hardened to care. Make- 
shift environment and coarse companion- 
ships have crushed early hopes, and have 
shattered ideals. These folk lack in- 
centive; they have no goals, “no future,” 
as one expressed it. 

Assignment: What can be done for the 
great, neglected multitudes in rural dis- 
tricts, and in congested sections of our 
cities? How may we “go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes ... and com- 
pel them” (Luke 14:21, 23) to come to 
Christ, the one and only indispensable 
Man? (1 Tim, 2:5.) Search for answers 
and learn Psalm 139:4. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
+4 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1060) 


1. That it is more important to do deeds 
of kindness and to show mercy than to be 
punctilious about legal observances. 


2. They would have their own beasts from 
distress on the sabbath, while denying such 
relief to a fellow man. 


3. The definitiou for ambition is “an eager 
desire for preferment, honor, superiority, or 
power.” We find Paul writing to the Ro- 
mans, “Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love; in honour preferring 
one another” (Rom. 12:10). The ambitious 
person seldom “prefers” anyone but himself. 
It breeds selfishness. Christ taught humility 
and unselfishness. One ambition we should 
all have is to win the most souls for the 
Lord that we can. 


4. No, Christ was condemning: the spirit 
of social climbing and the habit of inviting 
others for gain, which are prevalent in some 
places. 


5. Yes, God has even numbered the hairs 
of your head, and marks the fall of the 
little sparrow (Matt. 10:29-31). 

6. Why does not the Christian church to- 
day, the professing church, know the Lord 
Jesus Christ and know he is coming again? 
Because they do not believe God’s Word. 
They have unbelieving hearts. For the same 
reason the Pharisees did not know Christ 
when he came. They had lost God’s Word 
in a maze of rabbinical writings, and were 
unbelievers, had a form of godliness; but no 

7. Remember that only as Christ. is. per- 
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mitted to work through us will our services 
be of true value (Gal. 2:20). 


8. Our duty is to follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit (Matt. 10:16, 17). God will man- 
age the results of our efforts (1 Cor. 3:6). 


9. (a) No, for we can. live as victorious 
Christians only through the power of a vic- 
torious Christ (Rom. 8:37; Phil. 1:20, 21; Col. 
1:18). (b) Yes, a timid Christian might 
seek to be so modest that he would fail to 
use his talents. to God’s glory (Mait. 5: 
14-16;. Eph. 4:7-11). 


10. In taking. the place of self-abasement 
before God. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S, Low 


Worship.— Have you a real Worship 
period, or is it just Opening Exercises, a 
time to sing a little to cover the noise of 
latecomers and the running around of the 
teachers and workers? Make it a quiet time, 
a time of real worship, with devotional 
songs, and prayer with all heads bowed. 
It helps to have hands folded, too. They 
keep out of mischief better. Try to make 
the children realize that they are in God’s 
presence. Don’t pray a long prayer, but 
definitely for the children in language they 
will understand. 


Instruction.—Jesus forbids selfish ambition, 
self-conceit, self-seeking. Jesus commends 
unselfishness, humility, generosity. Jesus 
was an invited guest. Did they make him 
Guest of honor? He is always Guest of 
honor wherever he is, because “God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
NAME which is above every name” (Phil. 
2:9). 

Expression.—Let the children help you 
make a list of the ways they can show 
unselfishness, humility, or generosity, in the 
home or school or at play. Have them print 
that beautiful verse for a motto, “In honour 
preferring one another” (Rom. 12:10b). Ex- 
plain it. 


OW many of you ever went to a 
big dinner, where there were 
dozens of people .at the table, maybe 
a family dinner with all the uncles and 
aunts and cousins, or a church dinner? 
If it was a family dinner, there were 
probably place cards to show each one 
where to sit, and perhaps Grandfather 
sat at the head of the table, or maybe 
it was Daddy. Everybody waited to 
find out where to sit. 
If it was a church dinner, or some 


other crowd, sometimes everybody didn’t 


wait, but there was a._rush for the best 
seats, the ones by the chicken pie or 
the cake with the thickest frosting. And 
one time I was at a dinner like that, 
and the pastor of the church had to go 
to some of the people and ask them 
to take another seat because they had 
taken the seats reserved for the speakers. 

The crowd at the dinner at the home 
of one of the chief Pharisees must have 
been very much like an American crowd 
of today. Luke tells us about it. Jesus 
was invited to this feast, and while he 
waited to know where he should sit, he 
saw the men rushing into the best rooms 
at the feast, getting the best seats. He 
talked to them about it. He said if 
a man was invited to a feast, he should 
take the lowest seat, and if the master 
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of the house wanted him to have a bet- 
ter place, he would come and tell him. 
If he took the best seat, he’ might have 
to give it up to some greater person. 

Then the Lord spoke of.some other 
men who exalted themselves. I think 
that must mean people who are always 
telling what big things they have done 
and are going to do. We call it boasting 
or bragging. They are conceited. Some- 
times it is just a boy or girl who gets 
this bad habit of bragging. 

One more kind of people Christ con- 
demned that day: the people who have 
a party and invite only those who they 
think will invite them in return. Did 
you ever hear anybody say, “No, I’m not 
going to ask her to my party. She didn’t 
ask me to her party”? I guess you have. 
Maybe you have said it yourself. 

Now let’s find out why these things 
are wrong. What is the matter with 
the boy or girl who always wants to 
have the best place and the most favors 
in school and at home? (His heart is 
wrong; he has a selfish heart.) 

If we have done something big, why 
shouldn’t we tell people about it? (Once 
again, a selfish heart. If the heart was 
right, the thing we had done wouldn’t 
look so. big.) , 

And why should we ask girls and boys 
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to our p§#¥ unless they ask us? (Jesus 
said to. ask the poor, the maimed, the 
lame, and. the blind.) 

I wish: you'd tell me some ways you 
can show unselfishness in the home or 
school of at play. (Use the blackboard.) 

Before. we go home, I want you to 
think of ‘one more thing. While the 
men at the feast’ were rushing to get 
the seats of honor, the Lord Jesus, the 
Lord of glory stood. there in their midst, 
and they, didn’t know him. He is the 
One to.whom all honor belongs, the 
One .-who- is always rightly the Guest 
of honor, whether people know it or not, 
because “God also.hath highly exalted 
him, and. given him a NAME which is 
above every name.” If we are thinking 
about the Lord Jesus, and praising him, 
we will not be seeking our own glory. 
When we let the Lord Jesus take his 
place in our hearts, he takes out the 
selfishness. 

Have you made Jesus the Guest of 
honor in your heart? 

Sing softly the chorus, “Into my heart” 
(Harry D. Clarke. In most chorus books. 
Rodeheaver-Ackley Chorus No. 10.) 

Mopesto, CAuir. 

we 


Can Secret Believers Be Saved? 
(Continued from page 1052) 


have a spendid illustration on this very 
point, well worth giving. 

One .of the missionary ladies in one 
ét.our Persia stations made a call un a 
Moslem lady. When she knocked at 
the gate-she was asked who she was, 
before it was opened. Then she was 
taken to an inner yard where, to her 
amazement, she found twenty women 
who were having a prayer meeting. She 
asked how long it had been going, and 


. Was. told for several years. Then they 


explained that they had to be very care- 
ful whom they let in, for were it known 
in the city all of them would be killed. 


. Now, think of that going on- under the 


eaves of the Mission for years, and yet 
only-discovered by “chance”! I worked 
in that station for several years, 











. Last Sunday Jimmy West was 
a real.trial in our class. He 
@idn’t seem to know a thing 
about the lesson. It was like 
wading through sand to get any- 
thing across to him. If he had 
read. Christian Youth he would ~ 
have been far better ited, in- 


stead of being just a post. Chris- 
tian Youth, the teen-age lesson 
help, would help anyone in your 
feen-age class. Please send for 
jsome free sample copies. --Ad* 
‘adress Christian Youth, 325 North 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 19. III. How Can God Become Real to 
Me? John 4:23, 24; 1 Cor. 2:9, 10; John 14:7-10. 





Sunday, January 12 


Il. How Big Is My World? 
(Bom, 1:14; 1 Cor. 4:7; Gal. 3:28; 
John 10:16) 





Mon.—A man of the world (Gen. 12:1-9). 

Tues.—An extensive, godly empire (Psa. 
72:1-14). 

Wed.—A _ smaill-world man (Luke 12:16- 
21). 

Thurs.—Peter’s world enlarged (Acts 10: 
34, 35). 

Fri.—Apostles’ world delineated (Acts 13: 
1-5). 

Sat.—A widespread harvest field (Luke 10: 


1, 2). b 











HEN God created man he set him 

above and apart from all the 
other animal creation. One of the quali- 
ties that made him different was a de- 
sire to know what goes on about him 
and an urge to reach out to ever widen- 
ing horizons. Although by reason of his 
fallen nature man has often turned this 
gift to evil purposes, nevertheless there 
has been down through the ages a 
widening of horizons., Sailing vessels, 
steamboats, the railroad, the automo- 
bile, the airplane, postal service, the 
telegraph, the telephone, the radio, and 
countless other inventions have contrib- 
uted to this widening process. In many 
instances, we know more about what is 
going on in Eurcpe than our fore- 
fathers knew about current. events in 
our own country, and what is more, we 
know about it within a few hours after 


‘it has happened. Communities in our 


country that were once isolated by geo- 
graphic or other barriers are now. pene- 
trated by roads and by means of com- 
munication that were once unknown. 
+4 

But mere information .or access does 
not necessarily widen our horizons in 
the best way. In Europe and in the Far 
East we see today the évils that can 
come from improved methods of trans- 
portation and communication. “When 
the heart is evil, man’s inventions be- 
come tools to further his evil ambitions 
and designs. Unless widening horizons 
give us’a greater concern and love for 
our fellow men; much of the«value of 
increasing the sizé of our world Will be 
lost. ‘It is one thing to Know that thou- 
sands in China are suffering and orphans 
in ‘hunger, but: if that” knowledge 
awakens no response in our’ hearts, then 
-of what value is. it? aN 

“Ye ‘5 : 

=a: God's: “purpose ‘thes ever: been.’ to -ere- 
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ate in the hesrts of his people a real . 


concern for others. You will remem- 
ber that when he chose Abraham to 
make of him a great nation, his purpose 
was that through him and his descend- 
ants all the families of the earth might 
be blessed (Gen. 12:3). His plan in- 
cludes not just one chosen people or a 
few ind:viduals, but the whole world. 

It was God’s love for the whole world 
that led him to give his only Son (John 
3:16). When his Son came and brought 
together a little band of disciples who 
were to carry on his work after he 
left them to return tothe Father, he 
gave them a world-wide commission and 
told them that they were to be his wit- 
nesses, first in Judea and then in Sa- 
maria, and finally, to the uttermost parts 
of the earth (Acts 1:8). Had it not 
been for the obedience of these men 
and those who were converted by their 
preaching, we might not know the bless- 
ings of the’ Gospel of Christ today. But 
wherever the Gospel of Christ has beéri 
preached and has been believed and 
obeyed, a widening process has con- 
tinued until today it challenges us who 
are followers of the Lord Jesus. When 
we think of the opportunities we have 
that men did not have in the time of the 
Lord Jesus, how much greater is our 
responsibility to carry the Gospel to 
the uttermost parts. 


v4 

It is right that we should be concerned 
for the community in which we live. 
Oftentimes we are not troubled enough 
by the thought that there are those who 
live near us who have not heard the 
Good News and to whom we have never 
spoken about Christ. But the love of 
Christ in our hearts will urge us to 
reach out beyond our immediate en- 
virons. It should challenge some of us 
to volunteer for the mission field. It 
should challenge all of us to give some- 


thing, even if it is only a little, so that - 


others may go. And it should challenge 
all of us to pray for those who are 
laboring in distant fields and at home. 

* 98 

Home ties and circumstances are no 
excuse for a little world in so far as 
the Gospel is concerned. One young 
girl, crippled and helpless and able to 
write oniy by holding a pen in her left 
hand and writing laboriously and pain- 
fully, nevertheless keeps in touch with 
missionaries ir. India and China and Af- 
rica. She knows their needs because 
they write and tell her of them and she 
spends much time in prayer for them. 
She writes her friends about the needs 
as they com to her, and thus stimulates 
their interest and help where she can- 
not help of herself. 

Another woman, a busy mother and 
the wife of a Sunday school missionary 
with little or nothing of her own to give, 
became what she later termed “The 


‘Lord’s Secretary.” She became a veri-’ 


table clearing house of hundreds of 
dollars for missionary néeds all over the 
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world; simply because she prayed and 
trusted the Lord to send in funds from 
those who had money to give. 

How big is your world? Is it a world 
bounded by your ‘selfish interests and 
desires, or have you yet caught the 
Lord’s vision of those in the uttermost 
parts without hope and without God? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





a Children at Home 


Chang Liew's Gift 
By Esther Moe 


HANG was a Chinese boy who lived 
in athouseboat. His mother, daddy, 
little sister, and baby brother lived 
there, too. So did his two uncles and 
their wives. As far back as Chang could 
reinémber, this boat was his home. He 
was seven years old last New Year’s 
Day, but he felt very grown up. He 
eVen remembered when his grandpa 
lived on the boat with him. That was 
three years ago. His grandpa had told 
~ him stories of exciting things that hap- 
pened on boat trips and about his great 
grandpa who bought the boat. But his 
grandpa had died with the flu, just be- 
fore the war with Japan. 

Chang’s mother had said it was best 
that. his grandpa had died when the 
family still had plenty to eat. Now they 
were hungry, For two years the family 
had been unable to earn anything be- 
cause of existing war conditions. They 
had been engaged in shipping cargoes 
of wheat. and millet, sweet potatoes, 
and carrots up the river to larger cities, 
and bringing back cotton thread, dyes, 
and kitchen utensils for the farmers. 
But now the robberies and the war had 
tied up the trade. There were also about 
seventy other houseboats that were lying 
idle at Nankuantao, just like Chang’s. 
Because food was scarce, his mother 
and aunts cooked two meals, one at ten 
in the morning and the other at mid- 
afternoon. 

“Chih-fan, chih-fan !” Chang’s mother 
was calling him to eat his bowl of millet. 
Chang had been looking out of a hole 
whieh makes the only door of the house. 
It was a bitterly cold winter afternoon, 
and Chang was wondering if he should 
call on his boy friend. He quickly de- 
scended the short ladder which landed 
him in a small hall with a platform 
bed in the back. He eagerly took the 
steaming bowl of millet which his aunt 
offered him along with a pair.of -chop- 
sticks and entered the next room where 
the women were sitting on the two low 
board. beds. The bedding was neatly 





folded and stacked against the wall on. 


either. side, 


Between the beds, a tiny selintiiemade 
chest was wedged, above which was a 
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small, oil-paper covered window through 
which the. light faintly shone. On the 
chest was an American clock, ‘bought 
in‘a more prosperous day and-an oil 
lamp. Here, in this six-by-eight room 
and hallway, the family of nine ate and 
slept. 

The men folks were standing at one 
side of the room. Chang joined them 
and with loud sips and the aid of the 
chopsticks he soon finished his bowl of 
millet. He was hoping for more but 
there was no use asking, as the big 
kettle into which he had peeked was 
empty. He had been having millet every 
meal, Last month the family had a few 
vegetables to help in eating it, but now 
it was plain millet cooked into a mush, 
the only food that they could afford 
since it was cheaper than wheat. In 
America the farmers feed this yellow 
grained millet to the horses. Chang was 
very tired of the same diet. It did 
not help matters to grumble about pov- 
erty, and besides Chang had plans of 
his own. 


Chang looked at the gangplank and 
wondered if it was slippery. Sometimes 
drops of water froze on it and when he 
had to cross this board which connected 
the houseboat with the land it was easy 
to slip. The board was only two feet 
wide and there was no support of any 
kind to cling to. His mother who had 
tiny bound feet.never crossed it without 
the help of one of the uncles or her 
husband. Last summer Chang did fall 
into the river. He had forgotten and 
started to run across the plank. Fortu- 
nately for him, his uncle was standing 
close by and fished him out. His mother 
put him to bed and dried out his shirt 
and pants. They were the only ones he 
had. But now it was winter. On top 
of his thin, ragged shirt, he wore a 
quilted coat. If he fell into the river 
now, it would take his clothes too long 
to dry and besides he needed them for 
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the next morning. He had told no one 


of his.seeret except Lea, and now he was’ 


on his. way to another houseboat where 
his boy friend lived to talk over their 
plans, ~ 

It tes’ Ave o'clock when Chang re- 
turned home and too cold for him to stay 


_ out on deck. He climbed down the lad- 


der and went into the small room. The 
oil lamp was burning, making- about as 
tmiuch smoke as light. Little Sister was 
already asleep on: the floor in the nar- 
row space between the beds and he de- 
cided to join her. This was the only 
bed they had. His mother and daddy 
and baby brother slept in .the bed on 
the right of him, and one of his uncles 
and his aunt used the bed on his left. In 
the hall slept his other uncle and aunt. 
His mother had already spread out the 
mat and thin quilt on which the chil- 
dren slept. All he had to do was to 
pull off his coat and crawl in, sharing 
the only cover with his sister. He threw 
his coat over them to give added warmth. 
Then he started to think about the visit 


" .with Lea. 


Tea had told him strange tales about 
a. place where bread was to be given 
away. A white person had come to Nan- 
kuantao about four months ago. Lea 
Wanted to see this person but when he 
told his parents, they refused saying, 
“You will swallow the foreign devil’s 
poison. He will have you drink it and 
theh you will forget your gods and wor- 
ship his god. We forbid you to go.” 

Léa said tonight that he heard bread 
Was to be given away early tomorrow 
morning. Chang lay on. his floor-bed, 
wondering if he would dare go early in 
thé morning and get some. It:would be 
so good to have something other than 
millet to eat. Yes, he would go, even 
if he could not get Lea to go with him. 

He could hardly wait for dawn to 
break, When. he woke up it was still 
dark; just the least trace of pink in 
the sky ‘told him he would have to 
hurry. He slipped into his coat and 
made his way very quietly across the 
room. “His mother turned in Her sleep 
but ‘did not wake up. Soon he ‘was on 
deck and picking his steps very care- 
fully along the gangplank. Once he 
was on land, he became a little scared 
of his adventure, but he thought to him- 
self, “It is too late now to turn back.” 

On he went. It seemed as though he 
had walked miles past the lonely fields, 
through the outskirts and into the vil- 
lagé where .the mission compound was 
located. Dawn was breaking when he 
arrived. Slowly he approached the 
mud-brick building with its thatched 
roof. He saw another Chinese boy en- 
ter through the open door.. That gave 
him courage and he walked up to the 
door and looked inside. There. were 
many children just like himself, seated 
quietly in the room. In the front of 
the room five Chinese children were 
standing, singing some strange tune. It 
sounded very interesting, all about a lit- 
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tle baby boy whose birthday was today. 
He stepped’ into the room because the 
warmth seemed so inviting. 

Soon he was seated on one of the 
chairs in the back of the room talking 
to‘a boy about his own age. “Does the 
white person make you drink any- 
thing?” he asked. 

“Not since we have been coming here,” 
said the boy, “and we have been coming 
here for about three months. The for- 
eign person came about four -months 
ago, and has taught. us to read. Hear, 
Wang is now reading about the birth of 
a baby called Yesu, Jesus.” 

“Why does the white woman give 
away bread?” asked Chang. 

“Shh! There comes the white for- 
eigner now. She will tell you.” 

But the white woman sat on a front 
seat and waited until the boys in front 
had said their Christmas pieces and sung 
Christmas songs, Then everyone bowed 
his head. . 

“What are they doing that for?” asked 
Chang, his eyes big as saucers. 

“They are talking. to the. Christ- 
Child.” 

Then the woman stood up and pulled 
a large basket out from under the table. 
“These things,” she said, “we give to 
you in remembrance of the Christ- 
Child. When he grew up he showed 
us the right way to live. He died to save 
us from our sins so that we can go to 
Heaven.” 

One by one the children went to the 
front and each received a package of 
steaming bread, called moa-moa. The 
white lady also gave them a small pack- 
age wrapped in red paper containing 
peanuts and one wrapped in green con- 
taining candy. Soon it would be Chang’s 
turn. He asked the boy sitting by him 
to go up with him because he was a 
little frightened. 

The foreign person had ‘white skin 
and blue eyes and yellow hair, and didn’t 
dress like the women he had seen. He 
wanted so very much to feel the clothes 
and make sure she was a real, live per- 
son, with flesh. 

“Sure,” said the other boy, “I will go 
with you.” 

Chang went to the front and’was intro- 
duced as the boy living on the house- 
boat. “May Chang feel your dress?” 

“Sheung [sure],” smilingly answered 
the foreigner. 

Chang felt the dress very carefully, 
then her stockings. “Are you not cold 
with such thin pants?” asked Chang. 

The missionary laughed and explained 
that they were stockings like many for- 
eigners wear. Then Chang felt her skin 
on her arm and at last decided she was 
very much like a person even’ if her 
coloring was different.’ Then the mis- 
sionaty asked Chang how many lived 
in his houseboat. 

- “We have nine mouths to feed,” he 
answered. The missionary wrapped ten 
moa-moa in @ papér and harided them 
to Chang. She also gave him a package 
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of red and one of green. Chang’s de- 
light knew no bounds. He bowed very 
deeply and thanked the missionary over 
and over again: 

“Tzea, tsea,”*he exclaimed, backing 
toward the door. 

Then he started for home. He had 
bread at last, and bread enough~- for 
every one in his family, besides the pea- 
nuts and the candy. It had been two 
years since he had tasted candy. He 
almost ran home, arriving in time for 
the ten o’clock meal to share the Christ- 
mas bread and candy with the family. 

Chang’s family did not scold him for 
his adventure because they were so 
pleased to have moa-moa (bread) after 
doing without it a whole year. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 





With the New Books 











The Progress of World-Wide Missions 
(1939 Edition). By Robert Hall Glover, 
M.D., F.R.G.S. (Harper and Bros., New 
York City, $2.50.) Christians every- 
where who take seriously the command 
of our Lord to preach the Gospel to 
every creature want to obey that com- 
mand, and they also want to know what 
progress has been made in carrying the 
Gospel to all parts of the world. This 
volume, by the Home Director for 
North America of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, and a missionary of long experi- 
ence on the foreign field, was first printed 
in 1924 for the very purpose of furnish- 
ing such information. It was revised in 
1925 and 1931. And now it has been 
revised again so that it might be up-to- 
date in every respect. 

Seven periods of Christian, missions 
are outlined and discussed, beginning 
with the period of Apostolic Missions, 
and continuing through the periods of 
the Early Church, Early European Mis- 
sions, the Middle Ages, the Reformation, 
and Early Missionary Societies, to Mod- 
ern Missions. In the chapters on Modern 
Missions statistics as to the popula- 
tion and physical features of each coun- 
try are given; the people are described 
and their history outlined; early .mis- 
sionary efforts are recorded; and the 
present-day outlook and problems pre- 
sented. While it is essentially a book 
of facts and ‘figures, it is written. in a 
very readable form, and the spiritual 
and evangelistic aspect of missions is 
emphasized. 

Each chapter is thoroughly outlined, 
ana is concluded by a set of questions. 
This feature makes the book valuable 
as a textbook for Bible schools and semi- 


_naries and for adult mission study 


groups. It affords an exhaustive source 
of missionary information for pastors 
and missionary societies. A large and 
thorough index makes the information 
it contains ¢asily atcessible to the busy 
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Christian worker. Another valuable fea- 
ture in a ten-page list of missionary 
publications which will be helpful to 
those who wish more detailed informa- 
tion on any missionary subject. This 
1939 edition is the fifteenth printing of 
the book. As the publishers say, “Its 
constant use from the time of its ap- 
pearance ... is ample testimony to 
its worth.” : 


Ten Years in the Congo. By W. E. 
Davis. (Reynal and Hitchcock, Inc., 386 
Fourth Ave., New York City, $2.50.) 
The practice of medicine and surgery 
in. the Coquilhatville Province of the 
Belgian Congo for ten years brought 
Dr. Davis, a Christian physician, into 
intimate and close association with the 
native Congolese and the government 
Officials of that region. His experiences 
were varied—dangerous, challenging, 
discouraging, romantic. He has written 
down in this volume many of these 
experiences, and written them so well 
that the reader feels as if he himself 
were going through them, and as if 
he were personally acquainted with the 
people who. are described: The reader 
travels with Dr. Davis on the rivers and 


~ through the jungle. He meets planters, 


traders, agents, government adminis- 
trators, Congolese men, women, chil- 
dren, and witch doctors, and he stands 
with the doctor as he treats the odorous 
and ghastly diseases of the thousands 
who clamor for “the needle,” and 
watches as he trains jungle dwellers to 
become nurses and doctors’ assistants. 
The: book is written with kindly humor 
and sympathetic appreciation of the 
primitive Africans he knew during his 
ten years’ service among them. This 
is not an account of the spread of the 
Gospel among the Congolese. His was 
a mission of medicine and surgery only, 
and a fine mission it was. 


“Modern Spies in the Land of Israel. 
By Barbara M. Bowen. (Wm. B. KEerd- 
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $1.) One has only to travel 
through Palestine to discover that here 
ig a land which, more than all other 
lands, has preserved its ancient cus- 
toms in individual and family life. And 
if.such travel be undertaken in a leis- 
urely and friendly manner, Bible scenes 
and backgrounds become easy to under- 
stand, for not only do their personal- 
ities take on new life, but difficult pas- 
sages clear up as if by magic. 

However, next best to going oneself 
is to see through the eyes of another this 
land of the nomad Bedouin, the peasant 
fellaheen, and the Mandany, or city 
dweller. And in visiting all three 
classes, Mrs. Bowen makes an ideal 
guide, for she goes straight into the 
homes of the people, sits down with 
thern, eats their food, and pays careful 
attention to their dress, manners, and 
often cruelly pagan customs. She leads 
the reader also. into the fields where 
pened pursuits are still hopelessly 


primitive. And then there are visits: to 
both Moslem and Jewish weddings that 
one may ponder on the difference be- 
tween the two. The last chapter is de- 
voted to “spying” on the country’s super- 
stitions and charms, and all the 
fearsome demonology that accompanies 
heathenism the world over. 

This is the second in Mrs. Bowen’s 
series of four volumes dealing with the 
customs and people of Bible lands. The 
first volume, “Strange Scriptures That 
Perplex the Western Mind,” was re- 
viewed in the Truss September 21. 


Modern Macedonia. By Earl Hester 
Trutza. (Broadman Press, Nashville, 
Tenn., 50 cents.) Rumania, Italy, Spain, 
Hungary, and Yugoslavia are the coun- 
tries considered in this book, something 
of the history, customs, and religions of 
each being interestingly pictured. But 
the greater portion is devoted to the his- 
tory of Baptist missions among these 
peoples, — their beginning, growth, hin- 
drances, and present accomplishment 
along lines both religious and educa- 
tional. And the book’s greatest value, 
not only to Baptists but to all believers, 
lies in its account of the great persecu- 
tions, from the days of the auto-da-fe 
until the present, particularly the ter- 
rible and bloody January of 1939. ‘It is 
soul-heartening to read that despite 
closed chapels, beatings, imprisonments, 
and cruelties of every sort, the record is 
that not one Baptist has disowned Christ. 
One feels like crying with Spurgeon, “I 
would rather be descended from one 
who suffered for the faith than to have 
the blood: of all the Emperors in my 
veins !” 

The book is arranged for mission 
study. 


Heart Throbs from the Heart of the 
Bible. By Roy M. Allison. (Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich,, 
25 cents.) Human nature has changed 
very little in the last three thousand 
years, and that is why the messages of 
the Book of Psalms are so appropriate 
to our needs today. Not only do they 
bring peace to troubled hearts, but their 
message is a challenge to all Christians. 
Can we praise God in the deepest hour 
of need? .Do our trials and temptations 
bring us doubts and fears, or do they 
bring us to a greater trust in God? At 
the close of every chapter, the author 
brings a burning spiritual challenge or a 
practical application of a new truth. The 
book is not written as an exhaustive 
commentary, and the various chapters 
have not been written with continuity 
in mind; rather, the greatest benefit can 
be derived from this little volume by 
using it as an aid to meditation while 
reading the Psalms. Not all the Psalms 
are discussed, but the author chooses 
several which show clearly the feelings 
and emotions of the writer. He divides 
these songs into seven groups, those 
showing (1) confession of sin, (2) prayer 
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for spiritual help, (3) tecapdeal iceman 
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we — lizing work. 

ATON COL- 





tract may provide for 2. 
Wheaton students — survivor,saves youworty,: 

mailing ‘Rural Bible litigation an eopenee, 
Crusade"" books reduces taxes, avoids] 


Mail Coupon for Free Book _ 


“Pleasant Tomorrows” fully 
describing the advantages of 
WHEATON Annuities sent 
FREE, no obligation. Write today 


COLLEGE 
Dept. T- 120 Wheaton, Illinois 





MR. GEORGE V. KIRK, Vice-Pres. 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill., Dept. T-120 


Without obligation, d me “Pleasant 
Tonequneaitten licdosmee shen. 


Name 
ir. 2) 


Addres é 
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The Sunday School Cines 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 
Associate Editors: Pau E. Howarp, Jr., 
Joun W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence and Review Editor: 
Laura Z, LEFEVRE 
Manager Subscription Department: 
D. T. Ricuman. 
Circulation and Advertising Manager: 
H. TrumMBULL Howarp 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—-One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay Scuoot Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Tres. 


At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Tuves notified its Canadian Club 


‘Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 


scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tres 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 
This plan avoided the necessity of collect- 
ing differing amounts from the members of 
their clubs. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 

Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 


to follow. 
Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
$25 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(4) praise and thanksgiving, (5)  self- 
dedication, (6) intercession, and (7) 
meditation upon God’s Word and works. 

Mr. Allison writes with understanding 
and spiritual insight. The occasional 
illustrations from his life of rich experi- 
ence as a missionary in China are both 
inspirational and challenging. The book, 
though small, is an excellent help to a 
reverent study of the remarkable book 
about which it is written. 


Prophetic Fulfillments in Palestine 
Today. By David L. Cooper, Th.M., 
Ph.D., Litt-D. (Bible Research Society, 
4417 Berenice Ave., Los Angeles, Calif., 
$1.) In 1930 Dr. Cooper founded the 


Bible Research Society, an organization ~ 


whose purpose is to get the Gospel to 
as many Jews as possible before the 
rapture of the Church. During nine and 
a half years this society has sent out 
nearly two million books, booklets, and 
pamphlets. 

The present volume is the outgrowth 
of two visits which Dr. Cooper made to 
Palestine. He has traversed the Land 
from Dan to Beersheba. Through the 
kindness of friends — Christian, Jewish, 
and Arabic — he has enjoyed exceptional 
opportunities of becoming acquainted 
with every phase of Palestinian life of 
today. 

The first chapter deals with Palestine 
in history and prophecy. Next we see 
the Land through the camera’s eye. 
This is a beautiful series of pictures 
showing the life of both Jews and Arabs. 
Then Dr. Cooper gives his interpretation 
of prophecies relating to Zionism. That 
which is most on his heart is the com- 
ing world-wide revival to be brought in 
by the believing Jewish remnant during 
“The Great Tribulation.” This. is a 
fine book to give to an interested Jew- 
ish friend. 


It Happened in Syria. By Alfreda 
Post Carhart. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25.) A havpy, friendly 
little girl, interested in everything, grew 
up in the home of her busy missionary 
doctor father in Syria. She and her lit- 
tle brother Bertie had many strange ex- 
periences unlike those of most children. 
The country was full of odd scenes and 
customs. That little girl, now grown to 
womanhood, has gathered together the 
memories of childhood and classified 
and arranged them in chapters, making 
an attractive book full of vivid word 
pictures of life in a foreign land. It 
will be useful for missionary stories or 
studies for children and young people. 
While the work is primarily entertain- 
ing, it is a joy to find in sparkling sen- 
tences the true old Gospel in the back- 
ground. 


The Ten Commandments for Today. 
By J. B. Rounds, D.D. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$1.25.) Dr. Rounds divides his book into 
three parts. The middle section deals 
with a present-day application of the 
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Ten Commandments. Here the author 
shows how wide is the scope of each 
commandment, and how completely our 
civilization has disregarded the Deca- 
logue. Following the example of our 
Lord, who insisted that murder and im- 
morality begin in the heart before they 
are consummated in the outward act; 
Dr. Rounds proves that the morality of 
the Ten Commandments touches upon 
every phase of human thought and ac- 
tion. ‘ 

The first section of the book, “The 
Law Is Spiritual,” and the last section, 
“The Law Is Dissolved in Jesus Christ;” 
are valuable treatments of the Law ‘in 
relation to the Christian. He clearly 
demonstrates that the Law was never in- 
tended as a way of salvation, and yet 
that in the plan of God it has a mighty 
ministry. This part of the book is espe- 
cially good. 


The Apostle Paul and His Missionary 
Labors. By A. J. Pollock. (Loizeaux 
Bros., New York City, 35 cents.) In 
concise form Mr. Pollock gives account 
of Paul’s missionary journeys; The 
author’s style is simple and clear. He 
knows the Scriptures, and he has 
brought together material from the 
Acts and the Epistles in sucha way 
as to make Paul’s experiences very 
real to the reader. The apostle emerges 
from these pages a living character, 
whose usefulness to the Lord and to 
the Church can hardly be estimated. 
This is in spite of the fact that Mr. 
Pollock does not overlook the human 
side of Paul’s character. Indeed, some 
readers may feel that the author is 
almost over-zealous to' convince us that 
Paul was a man of like passions as we 
are. Nevertheless, the book leaves one 
with a tremendous appreciation of the 
tireless labors and the utter consecra- 
tion of this servant of God. A helpful 
feature of the ‘book is the statement 
of distances and other statistics in pres- 
ent-day terms. While Mr. Pollock quite 
natura!ly does not go deeply into criti- 
cal problems, when he does touch upon 
a question like that of ordination. or 
the matter of the office of the bishop, he 
is very convincing in his presentation. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

gn the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 6 to 12 
Mon.—Lake 14:1-6. 
Significance of a Sabbath Cure. 
PrayeR Succestions: “The sabbath 
day.” Sunday, one of God’s great bless- 


ings, is as the hynin says, “Day of all 
the week the best.” Our Lord Jesus 

















gives us a perfect Sabbath-keeping ex- 
ample, ‘and today we keep Sunday, the 
first day of the week. The day should 
be used for bringing Gospel blessings 
to the people. Honor God’s day; and 
help: others to see its value. Pray for 
Detroit’s Noon Hour Prayer Meeting 
(1249 Griswold Street). 


Tues.—Luke 14:7-11. Ambition at a Feast. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “They chose out 
the ehief rooms” (or seats). Selfish, 
people-lose the greater blessings of God. 
The men who helped themselves to 
the best seats at the feast, our Lord says, 
“with shame” had to take the poorer 
ones. Mean people usually get the un- 
pleasant things they do not want. The 
“first. shall be last; and the last first.” 
Pray- for missionaries working in war- 
torr lands. 


Wed.—Luke 14:12-14, 
Hospitality without Recompense. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Recompensed at 
the resurrection of the just.” God pays 
well his good servants. As they go 
about<doing good, they are laying up 
freasure in Heaven. When they stand 
before Christ in judgment, they will be 
rewarded, “Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be seen of 
them:. otherwise ye have no reward of 
your Father whichis in heaven” (Matt. 
6:1)..° Pray for Christians living in 
cities that are being bombed. 


Thurs.—Matthew 6:24-30. 
oS Appraising Life Correctly. 


‘ 


Prayer Succestions: “Your life.” Give 
your life to God, or the god “Mammon,” 
which stands for the worship of godless 
riches, will get your service. All who 
serve the god of wealth will lose out. 
Riches take wings and fly away. Your 
life, to be blessed, safe and happy, must 
be given to God (Rom. 12:1). Pray for 
missionary societies which are being 
greatly tested by the war. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 9:23, 24. The Higher Values. 
Praver Succestions: “In these things 
I-delight, saith the Lord.” Kindness, wis- 
dom, and- purity are what we need to 
have in our. lives. “The wisdom of the 
wise” -and the “might” of the mighty 
are worldly joys that soon pass away. 
God‘has “pleasures for evermore.” Pray 
for God’s glory in this terrible war. 


Sat.—Kcclesiastes 2:1-11. Vanity of Vanities. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Vanity.” God 
gave to Solomon wisdom. He saw that 
many things highly valued by man are 
“vanity and vexation of spirit.” Things 
without God’s blessing cannot satisfy. 
One who laughs a great deal may have 
sorrow in his heart. Pray for the suf- 
fering Jews in Rumania. 


Sun.:—Pialm’ 8. What Is Man? 

Prayer SwuccestTions: “What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him?” The 
Psalmist, thinking of God and Heaven, 
compared little man with his Creator. 
“What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him?” - Right ideas of God and man are 
found only in the Bible. Pray for suf- 
fering Jews in France. woe 















Home and Foreign Missions 


See additional listings 
on next page 








CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
Founded by W. E. Blackstone, 1887 


Twenty workers ministering to the Jews of Chicago 
and other cities. Hundreds of thousands of Tracts 
rornlthed for Worldwide Distribution. Send Gifts 
(2) : y 
CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
1311 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


Monthly Magazine, The JEWISH ERA, 50c per yr. 


THE GIDEONS 


Membership composed of Christian business men 
from all denominations cooperating to distribute 
God's Word in public places, such as hotels, hos- 
pitals, penal institutions and public schools. This 
work is:supported: entirely by free-will contribu- 
tions, Literature furnished upon request. 


THE GIDEONS, INTERNATIONAL 
202 S. State Street, Chicago, Ill. 





THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
Founded by D. L. Moody in 1894 
Publishers .of evangelical ‘Christian literature, 
Scripture portions; and Gospel tracts; distributors 
to needy classes, such as prisoners and patients, 
men in Army and Navy, CCC and migtant camps, 
etc. Contributions and correspondence solicited, 
Write for free catalog and full information to 
843-845 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 


THE AMERICAN 
INLAND MOUNTAIN MISSION 


Operating in the rural mountain regions 

of Kentucky 

We invite your cooperation in: taking the Gospel 

to these neglected people. _If you feel led to help 

send your contribution to 7016 So. Peoria Street, 
Chicago, II!. 

Write for our interesting literature, and free 

cripture Seals. 





AMERICAN-EUROPEAN 
FELLOWSHIP 


156—5th- Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Our Missionaries are receiving their monthly 
allowances as usual. 
Gifts for Scripture, Relief and Support requested. 
“European Harvest Field’’ free’ on request. 
; John. 3:17;.4: - " 


EGYPT SALAAM MISSION 


“We preach Christ crucified ... 
the power of God” 
For. over a generation ministering to the nee 


of the multitudes in Egypt, who are without cress 
*. and the Gospel. We covet your prayers. 


Gifts can be sent to: 
133 Erskine Ave., Toronto, 12, Ganada 





THE JAFFA MEDICAL 
MISSION AND FREE CLINIC 


of the A, E. F. is now treating 175-200 Free Patients 

daily. Six languages spoken; continual witness to 

Messiah. We are offered one acre and house on 

Mediterranean for. $10,000. Much needed; be in 
prayer. 


Room 436, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Evangelize America Now 
THE CHRISTIAN MISSION TO 
CHURCHLESS COMMUNITIES 


Ministers to neglected places, jails, CCC camps; 
now preparing to minister to a southern camp 
constructed for 50,000 soldiers; 12 missionaries. 
Your prayers and gifts will help us minister to 
these precious souls. For further information, 
address The Rev. Homer Stanley Morgan, Room 
508, 38 Park Row, New York, N. Y. 





ALL-RUSSIAN EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTIAN UNION 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


In Russia Since 1906; America Since 1925 
The Holy Spirit is not taking orders 
from the Atheists in Russia. 
"Life Today in Soviet Russia'’ and “Christian 
ussia’’ Free on Request. 
"In the Cauldron of Russia,’ 270 pp., 50c 


UNEVANGELIZED AFRICA 
MISSION 


Evangelistic, Undenominational, 
Falth Mission 
Stations in East-Central Belgian Congo. 
Seven accepted missionaries now awaiting funds, 
er 300 converts last quarter. 
Home Office: Unevangelized Africa Mission, 
Garden Grove, California. 





ZENANA BIBLE AND 
MEDICAL MISSION 


Evangelical, Interdenominational 
Founded 1852 in England to evangelize the women 
of India. 

Supports 400 women workers in Schools, Hospitals, 
Village and Zenana work. 

More open doors for the Gospel than ever before 
—greater neéd of help: because of war conditions. 
Send contributions to Canadian Headquarters, 
146 Cottingham St., Toronto, Canada 


SCANDINAVIAN ALLIANCE 
MISSION OF NORTH AMERICA 


Interdenominational, founded on the principle of 
faith, evangelical in doctrine, evangelis ic in 
practice, economical in administration. Fields: 
China, India, Japan, Mongolia, South Africa 
and South America. 


For further information write Headquarters: 
,2839 McLean Ave., Chicago, Illinois 





IMMANUEL MISSION 
TO SEAMEN 
Evangelistic - Evangelical - Faith Work 


Carries on Gospel. work on board ships in 175 
ports. of the world in 120 languages. 
Save Our Seamen with the Gospel. 

Never in greater need than now. 


1540 Lincoln Street, Berkeley, California 


UNEVANGELIZED FIELDS 
MISSION Pioneers for Christ 


This Mission has 85 workers laboring in Brazil, 

Belgian Congo ard British New Guinea. Twenty | 

main stations, eighty outposts among Brazilian ° 

redskins, African pagans and Papuan head- 

hunters. Regular reports of conversions, baptisms 
and churches established. 


Official organ, “Light & Life” 
N. Amer. Council, 18 Howland Ave., 
Toronto 4, Canada 





WOMAN'S UNION 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA 

Room 316, Bible House, Astor P)., New York, N, Y. 
Fundamental; evangelical, sustained by faith — 
and prayer. 
Fields: India, China, Japan. : "Tip, 
: To give the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 

ist to womén ‘end children of the Orient. 








THE NAVAJO BIBLE SCHOOL 
AND MISSION 
Aims to evangelize and train Navajo Indians 
win ae oe Rte ce 


nds and prayer needed. Literature sent 
° request. Address " 
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Window Rock, Arizona nail 











Home and Foreign Missions 


See additional listings 
on preceding page 








THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


Pioneer + Premillennial - Sacrificial 
An international missionary society operating in 
20 fields with 559 American missionaries. 

All contributions should be made payable to 
The Christian and Morean'\s Alliance ond sent 

to 260 West 44th Street, New York, 


THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 


Half a Million New Testaments 
For God's Chosen People the Jews 
Distributing special. editions of the New Testa- 
ment among Jews at home and abroad. Your 
gifts and prayers will increase the distribution, 
and the Lord will bless and reward you! 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN 
MEDICAL COLLEGE 


Ludhiana, Punjab, India 
Evangelical, interdenominational 


A college for training Indian women as doctors, 
nurses, midwives. 
A hospital where healing of soul is given along 
with finest surgical and medical care. 
Send gifts to 
American Auxiliary Committee 
6938 Cresheim Road, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE AMERICAN MISSION 
TO LEPERS 
Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 


Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministry 
to lepers in 100 stations in 25 countries. Saves 
men, women, and especially. children,. in. body 
and soul. 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Note New Address 


AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Species 3 in Attractive, Illustrated 
ENTS & GOSPELS 
The best for Personal Work! 
As gifts permit, Free Grants are sent to 
Rural | and Mountain Missionaries. 


NATIVE 
PREACHER COMPANY, INC. 
350 W. 3ist Street, New York, N. Y. 


YOUR SUBSTITUTE IN FOREIGN FIELDS not pre- 
vented by war conditions, preaching the Gospel 
as a consecrated Native Preacher. 


Cost varies. 100% to the field. No deductions. 
Literature gladly sent on application. 





THE INDEPENDENT BOARD 
FOR PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


153 Maplewood Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Purpose: to conduct truly Biblical missions in 
Peru, Arabia,. India, China, Manchukuo, Korea. 
Pressing on to other countries as God enables. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The agency of all Protestantism for the nation- 

wide and world-wide distribution of the Scriptures 

without rote or comment and without purpose 
of profit. 

Relies upon churches and_ individuals for its 

support. Ten ‘issues of the Bible Society Record 

go to each donor of one dollar or more. Send 
gifts to— 

The Veonenser, American Bible Society, Park Ave. 

57th St., New York, N.Y. 





FRIENDS OF ISRAEL REFUGEE 
RELIEF COMMITTEE, INC. 


Relief work for Jews and Hebrew Christians in 
‘Europe, Palestine, England, Scotland, America, 
South America. and China. 


If God leads you to have fellowship with us in this 
work, send your gift to 


710 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
Organized 1825 


Evangelical, Interdenominational, 
Interracial 
Publishers and’ distributors of choice Literature, 


Tracts, Periodicals, Hymnals, and Bibles in many 
languages. 


21 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 


NEW YORK JEWISH 
EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 


Founded by Dr. Thomas M. Chalmers 
Its ministr yor work among the Jews of 
New York City and the care of Hebrew Christian 
refugees from Europe. 
Send !0c for sample copy of 
“Jewish Missionary Magazine’ 
56 Second Avenue New York, N. Y. 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 
A faith work — Evangelistic — 
Unsectarian 


Occupying fields in South India and the 
nited Provinces in the north. 
Literature sent on request 
Mission address 
128 South Lombard Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois 








BUSINESS MEN'S COUNCIL 
OF THE POCKET TESTAMENT 
LEAGUE, INC. 


Witnessing }e a et by distributing he =~ and 
Testaments in camps, jails, missions, 
factories, eendiy schools and churches. 


Information cheerfully given, address 710 Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AMERICAN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 


Our work for Christ is off the main highway 
“Along The Old Back Road" with the unreached 
in Rural America. 

With your prayers and gifts the work 
goes forward. 


Address—The Department of Missions 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF 
MISSION 
Trustworthy * Fundamental - Economical 
A faith mission called by God to evangelize 
Russian people in Soviet Russia and throughout 
the world. 

Supported by free-will offerings which should be 
sent directly to the 
RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION, INC. 
357 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 





RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN 
RELIEF SOCIETY 


GREAT NEED! 
We need prayers and gifts of God's people to 
relieve ellorines of Russian Christians across the 
ocean and to evangelize millions. of that nation 
throughout the world. 


Address, 690—8th Avenue, New York City 


NEW ENGLAND FELLOWSHIP 


A cooperative movement for evangelism in New 
England designed to sow the Gospel in every 
neglected community. Dependent on ‘the gifts of 
Christian people. Send offerings to 


NEW ENGLAND FELLOWSHIP 
5 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 


THE INDIA MISSION 
412—8th Street, Elyria, Ohio 
A Faith Mission after the N.: T. pattern. 


We have Missionaries, Indian Preachers, 3 Bible 
Schools, 107 Churches with over 4000 members. 


India has only 9 missionaries per million, and 
Africa has 50 per million people. 


We are praying for 10 more missionaries. 





THE BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 


115 Fulton Street, New York, N. Y. 
Evangelical and Interdenominational 


"Holding Forth the Word of Life" to the Indians 
of Bolivia, South America. 


Write for literature (no obligation). 


CHINA'S MILLIONS 
The Organ of the China Inland Mission 


16-page monthly magazine, well illustrated, con- 
tains stories of Chinese’ life and of missionary 
experience, together with selected, strong, sound, 
spiritual articles. 


$1.00 per year 


237 West School Lane Philadelphia, Pa. 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL 
ASSOCIATION 
Interdenominational - Evangelistic 
Evangelical 
Supports missionaries on the borders of Russia, 
in Europe, in the Far East, and i A Canada, Alaska 

and United Sta 
Send for free RUSSIAN GOSPEL NEWS 
Russian Gospel Association, 64 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, Ill. 





SOUTH AFRICA 
GENERAL MISSION 


23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


God is richly blessing and caring for eer needs. 

Notwithstanding War congarers. we have been 

able to send new workers, also bring home tired 

ones. We covet prayer fellowship, Information 
sent on request. 





NEW YORK GOSPEL 
MISSION TO THE JEWS, INC. 
71 A New York C 
Reverend and Mrs. Soraherd Angel, Founders 
A tong-established witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the midst of . ea s largest Jewish 


A copy of our Monthy Le Letter will be sent free 


request. 
Address mail to to P. O. Box 108, 
Station D, New York City 





THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, INC. 


Relief and Bible distribution Work 

amiong Russians and all Slavs at home and 

abroad—also Jews in Slavic eerie earvins 
210 millions since -| 


Gospel, 


Faith organization, depending on wo gifts which 
should be sent to the R. M. S. 


1944 sania Street, Room 9, Chicago, Illinois 











